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THE SPRING MIGRA-TION'' 

'!'he veport to follow covers the period late Feb
ruary through the first week Of June, our so-called spring 
in Nova Scotia. The 1969 season was, little better than a, 
continuation of the mild winter, but temperatures col!lfort
able in February felt raw and bitter in May, especially when 
reinforced w1 th driving rain and boisterous winds;.. 

A rew eal:'ly birds among the migrants suffered rrom· 
the inclement weath&F. From Sable Island, Christel Bell wrote: 
"May 2, very cold- and a high west wind. 3 Tree and 5 Bam. 
Snllows round dead, and on May 3, 4 Harn Swallowa and 1 Tree 
Swallow were huddling on the windbweill, too weak to touch the 
suet. 11 ( Swllows arriving only a little later found plenty Of 
food, and more than adequate strength to attack it, as will be 
seen in a note to follow farther on in the Neww.etter.) 

One victim Of the high winder was a female Red 
Phala.rope.. This bird, in brilliant high plumage, was paddling 
about catching mayflies on an inland lake, May 5, 1969., dUri.mg 
the fishing season. Considering that Red Phalaropes usually 
migrate in spring far offshore, this we.a a. truly astonishing 
observation •. 

ReportE£ of other exotic stmys this season included 
one or two Louisiana Herons, a Glossy Ibis:, a Wilson 1 111 Phala
rope and a Blue Grosbeak •. All of these have: appeared before, 
in Nova Scotia., but very rarely. It is curioua- that Louiid.e.rra 
Herons should have shown up recently replacing the American 
and the Snowy Egret.a, former wanderer11r to our shores .. 

Of' poss1.bly deeper s1.gnifioance 1s the arrival of a 
number of Red-headed and Red-bellied Woodpeckers, whose uonnal 
range is south a.nd central North America.. Red-headed Wood' .. 
peckers are notable wandererS', and highly adaptable to change 
in food-. Since severity Of climate doeS" not appear to affect 
them adversely, they may well stay here. They were present 
la&t winter, not only at feeders but also in the wild •. 

Davis Finch, Regional Editor ror the N. E. Maritime: 
Region, Audubon Field Notes, has written "Laughing Gulla 
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have .... been acutely .roe.roe this spring along the western 
Connecticut ooa&t, a.nd'I wonder whether thi~- relates to the 
hurrieanae, ,. 

Regrettably the May Bird Log :r:rom the L1.n.•cher 
Lightship arrived too late ror the main report. It does 
not, however, appear to alt®r the pattern of migration a~ 
indicated by other records. Two more Sooty Shearwaters 
were eeen on May 2, but no Greater Shearwater~ throughout 
t,11® month •. Leach I e Petrels were eeen May 10 to 25, with a 
peak of 11many" (more than 10) May :l.8. Gannetg, 1 or 2 at 
a time, went by May 10 to 19. There were 2 Sparrow Hawke 
on the 5th, a rew Will&ts- on the 26th, and a flock ( a.round 
~5) 'of Northern Phalarope1> seen M®.y 11, 18 and 21.. A Common 
Tem pa.a-sad the ship M111,y 21, a Barn S'!ffl.llow May 8, a Common 
Raven May 7. A Oatbiro, a Brown Tl:u:,e.she:ir, and a Vffl!!'ry all 
were alghted May 18.. Of the warblers, eight apeoie!if were 
noted: Naebville, May 22 !Ul.d 24; · Y.;llow, May 16 and 18; 
M6gnolia, May 26; · Blackbumian, May 15;: Bay-breasted, May 15; 
Blaokpoll, May 25; Palm, May l ;- Nor•thern waterthrush, May 14; 
and of the Sparrow1:n the savannah, May 8 and 26; Chipping,. 
May 12; White-throat, May 8, 9, 10 and 14; imd Song May 3. 
Oaptain Romain noted that on. May 12¼, 18, 19 and 25 1•ma:ny birds 
were flying arouncr the light, but 1 t was- too da:rlt to identify 
t'b.em 11 • 

Finally, it may be added that the Whip-poor-will 
has :r•etumed to its usual haunts around William.& Lake near 
Ha.11:rax; and that the Swainoon's Thrush is now present im· 
abundance. 

N. B. Word' has just bean racre1vad from Paul Jehebar of 
Cornwall-on-Hudson, New Yorlt,. that a Louisiana Heron was 
sighted in Cornwall :S-ay,. during the spring field trip called 
"Break a Hundred Day";: a 11fir&t" for that area, which is 60 
miles up the Hudson River from New Yorlt and the ocean. 

- 45 -



The first COMM>N LOONS reported on fresh water this spring 
were twc, at Lake Iiglnont on April 19 (c.R.K. Allen) but it is 
probable that pairs were investigating nest sites considerably 
earlier than this. REJ>.TEROATED LOONS were reported twice, one at 
Chebogue Point April 8 (C.R.K. Allen) and one May 21 at Chebucto 
He~E. Mills). REJ>.NIDKED GREBES were reported to have dropped 
off .rply in numbers between March 16 and April 4 at CrystaJ. 
Cresce t, HaJ.ifax County, and the last reoorded sightings were on 
April 27 at Cow Bay and Lawrencetown Head (E. Ml.Us). Four HORNED 
GREBES in full breeding plumage were at Crescent Beach, wnenburg 
County, on April 27t and the last report was of one at the same place 
on May 18 (E. Mills). 

Members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society en route from Clark 1s 
Harbor to Seal Island on June 1 saw over thirty SOOTY SHEARWATE2S 
during the 20-mile trip, but not a single GREATER. :Both birds nest 
in the Southern Hemisphere, and it is interesting that the former, 
at least this spring, arrived first on its summer range. Incidentally, 
a lone Sooty was seen by lloulva and Hughes at Brier Island on May 24, 
Lurcher Lightship, about 20 miles off Yarmouth, reported that no 
FULMA.RS had appeared up to May 10, but that the first LEACH1 S Pm'REL 
showed up on that date (J,L. Romain). Betty June &1th at Cape 
Sable on May 11 says1 "a summer sight and sound, petrels wheeling 
about in the light beams, crying in their high and nervous way." 
The first GANNETS, three very early ones, were seen off Cape Sable 
on ~arch 21 (fhi ths) and another appeared off Portugese Cove on 
April 4 (E. Mills and R. Anderson). Other sightings ranged through 
April and up to May 21 , when twelve were seen off Chebucto Head 

(N,S.B.S, Field Trip). 

GREAT CORMORANTS winter in the HaJ.ifax area, and the 34 seen 
at Crystal Crescent April 4 (E. Ml.Us) cannot, therefore, safely be 
classified as spring migrants. First record of roum.E-CRESTED 
CORMORANTS is of seven at Beaver River, Yarmouth County on ~ril 5 
(C.R,K, Allen), Four were seen on the 7th at Chebogue Point by 
the same observer, and six at La Have Islands on April 6 (Fullerton 
and Hinds), E. Holdway reported three in P:ictou Harbour on April 13, 
twelve on April 15, and sixty-two on April 26. By May 21, the 
number had reached 104, and birds were incubating on 33 nests, five 
of which were new establishments. (see illustration) 

The migration picture for GREAT m.UE Hlm.ONS is oonfused by 
the fact that at least several birds succeeded in wintering in the 
south-western end of the province, and possibly also on the :Bras 

· d 10r Lakes, where one was seen on March 7 Md 8 (M. :Burchell). 
ThP- first sighting of a probable migrant in Ca:pe Breton was of one 
at Glace Be.y Bird Sanctuary on April 12 (NeilyJ. There were three 
on March 29 and 30 nenr Parrington (Doane), one near Argyle March,> 
(M. Hilton and D, Kfrk) and one April 6 at F.el Brook (c.R.K. Allen). 
The number in the last area had reached four by April a, indicating 
that new birdl:i had moved in, and two were seen oonsiderably further 
east along the ooast at Centreville on April 13 (Lewis), Three were 
seen at Pictou on April 23, and 25 on the following day (Holdwicy-). 
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So far, egrets have stayed where they belong, but four LITTLE BLUE 
HERONS wandered northward,,,, 3 were seen by the Lents on Brier 
Island on April 13, and one by C, Bell on May 1 at Sable Island. 

On March 29, E, ¥~lls and R, Anderson startled local 
members of the N.S.B.S, by reporting an adult LOUISIANA HERON at 
Cow Bay Pond, about 7 miles east of Halifaic, They pursued the bird 
for some time and were finally able to exaJ11ine it at leisure through 
a 20 x 40 1 scope at an average distance of 250 yards in full 
su..'J.light, On may 4, R, Anderson reported another of this species 
at Porter's Lake, about 10 m:i.les east of the former sighting, 
Lents reported a GREEN HERON at Brier Island on I-Jay 16, and 
members attending the N.S.B,S, Field Day on the 24th had a good 
look at another, or the same, bird in a nearby marsh. Another 
bird of this species was seen by the N,S,B,S. Seal Island party on 
May 31 and June 1, AMERICAN BITTERN sightings are scanty, and 
dates are well within normal range; one was seen Nay 10 at Upper 
Stewia.cke by Allen, who flushed another at Elmsdale on the 18th, 
One has been seen from time to time at Round Hill since May 11 
(Whitehead), one at Pictou Ma~ 20 (Holdway), three in a marsh 
near Wolfville May 24 (Eoulva), and one contributed to the list 
of 105 species seen by the N,S,B.S. party at Brier Island on the 
week-end of May 24-25. 

A GLOSSY IBIS was seen clearly in a marsh at Cape North 
Village, Cape Breton on ¥,e,y 16 and 20. All field marks were noted 
and photographs taken (Neily et al). 

CANADA GEESE are, of course, regula.r winter residents, and we 
have no reports of any considerable spring movements, al though a 
few re:portedly arrived in the Amherst a . .rea shortly before March 24 
(Neily), The latest sighting of any number is of about 30 near 
the Ya:rmouth-Digby county line on April 12 (M. Hilton and D, Kirk), 
and a single straggler, very ta.me, was at Crescent Beach, Lunenburg 
County on April 27 (Fullerton and Hinds). The Smiths at Cape 
Sable report these and BRANT as "up in numbers compared with recent 
yea.rs. 11 The first report of a movement of Brant this year is 1000 
at Brier Island on March 23 (Lents). There were 45 at Chebogue 
Point on April 6, and 50 again at Brier Island on May 24 (E, Mills 
and R. Anderson), 

The only spring reports of MALLARDS are of two at Sable 
Island on March 31 and May 5 (c. Bell), and of two on March 20 and 
April 6 at Pugwash Lake (Neily). A BLACK DUCK was incubating 12 
eggs near Calder's Lake, Pictou County on May 5 (Brennans) and a 
brood of 8 newly-hatched young was seen near Brooklyn, Rants County 
on May 11 (C,R.K, Allen). The only reports of PINTAILS are from the 
Cow Bay_Lawrencetown area just east of H.alifax, Singles were seen 
on March 29 and April 1, and two were present on May 3. GREEN
WINGED TEAL, which usually arrf:ve early in April, were first 
reported from N1anza, Victoria County on April 4, where two males 
were seen(Neily). A flock of 10 birds of both sexes was at 
Beaver River, Yarmouth County on April 8 ( C ,R.K. Allen), The 
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earliest BLUE-WINGED TEAL report is of a pair at Crescent Beach, 
Lunenburg County on April 13 (Fullerton and Hinds). Joe Terna.n 
reports a pair of WOOD DUCKS at Annapolis on April 10, a.nd two 
drakes and a duck were "chasing" over the meadows at Elmsdale on 
May 18 (C.R.K. Allen). A dead bird of this species was picked up 
on Sable Island in mid-May and const:lutes the first record for Sable 
(I. McLaren). RING-Nro!CED DUCKS are lightly reported •• , 3 on 
April 26, Middle Sackville, Halifax County, and four near Upper 
Stewiacke, May 10 (C.R.K. Allen). There were four near Italy 
Cross, Lunenburg County on May 3 (Fullerton and Hinds), a pair 
at Fox Island, Guysbo:rough County, and 3 pairs near Roachvale, 
Guys borough County May 25 (Annsworthy). 

Departure dates for "winter ducks" varied from late April 
to early May; the last sighting of GREATER SCAUP was of 16 at 
Crescent Beach, Lunenburg County April 20 (Fullerton and Hinds). 
COMM)N GOLD:El,EYE, ••• 2 pairs ••• were la.st seen at Miller's Lake near 
Waverley, Halifax County on April 19 (C.R.K. Allen). The latest 
sighting of OLDSQUAWS was of 12 at Pictou, May 1 (Holdway). 
COMMON EIDERS were on the move by Mar 13 at Cape Sable (Smiths) 
and by l'~ch 23 at Brier Island, where 500 were seen on that date 
(J,P:-ttR). Fort:r-n5:;, ,,rP:rP observed flyine northeast past Crystal 
Crescent, Hi?iifax County on April 4 (15.lls and Anderson) and 10, 
well off course, were seen in the Avon estuary just below Windsor 
on April 26 (C.R,K, Allen). No definite movement of SCOTERS was 
reported this spring; apparently the huge flocks slipped by 
unnoticed. The largest number observed was 100 CO:MMON SCOTERS at 
Brier !Gland on April 12 (Lents), 

COHMON MERGANSERS were first reported from the Halifax area, 
where up to thirteen, some in pairs, were seen as early as March 13 
at Cole Harbor. (R.M. Eaton), This species and the following are 
permanent residents in the province, but, unlike RED-BREASTED 
HERGANSERS, they seem to :prefer inland waters and resort to the 
coast only when the seve:,:e weather of late winter forces them to do 
so. The sightines in February and Harch a.re therefore probably 
winter birds which have moved from the rivers down into the 
estuaries. A female Common Merganser with 2 downy young was noted 
at Freshwater Lake, Victorie. County on May 28 (A, Moore), Red
brea8ts e.xe more strictly sea birds during the winter and are 
commonly scattered. along the entire coast. In late March and during 
April they congregate in order to take part in mass display 
performances. One of these was seen at Eel Brook on April 6 and 
another et Chebogue Point on the following day (C.R,K, Allen). 

Accipiters were very lightly reported this spring, ••• 2 
sightings only, both of SHAEP-SHINS. One was surprised as it 
ce11tured a Fox Sparrow on April 11 in Halifax, and d:ro:pped its 
prey when the observer appeared 011 the scene (E. Mills). The other 
was seen by Holdwe.y at Pictou, May 4, RED-TAILED HAWKS come in 
for little better publicity. One observer reported seven sightings 
in Colchester and Hants Counties between April 19 and May 24, all 

- 48 -



of single birds except for a pair on April 26 near Rawdon. (C.R.K. 
Allen) Neily had 8 sightings, mostly of singles, in Cape llreton at 
Big Intervale, Baddeck and Pleasant 1lay between March 25 Slld ~ 20, 
and the only other report is of a bird at Sandy Cove, Digby County 
on May 24 (Boulva). The Kermeys report that :BR~WINGED HAWKS have 
been sighted frequently (no first date given) but that no neat has 
been located so far in the Centerville (Pictou County) area. One 
of this species was seen ~ 19 in central Lunenburg County (C,R,K, 
Allen), one May 25 near White Head, Guysborough County (Armsworthy) 
and one May 15 at Bound Hill, Annapolis County (Whitehead). A 
ROUGH-LmGED HAWK was seen April 7 at Chebogue Point, Yarmouth 
County (C,R.K. Allen), one at Broad Cove, Lunenburg County April 
20 (Fullerton and Hinds) and one at Brier Island~ 25 (Lent), 

A good candidate for the sighting of the season is that of two 
GOLDEN EAGLES, well observed at fairly close range by Eric Holdway 
at Caribou on May 13, (See Notes) A pair of BALD EAGLES which give 
every evidence of nesting is, at time of writing, being watched 
closely by C,G. Wise. The location of this nest is, for obvious 
reasons, not being given, but it is on the mainland of the province 
where no recent breeding attempts have been reported, Four birds of 
this species are reported from various points in Pictou County by 
the Kenneys, a.nd two were seen at Dover an.d Guysborough Intervale 
on April 4 and May 11 respectively by Eileen Armsworthy. Neily 
reports over 15 sightings in Cape Breton, where these birds are 
still relatively COllllllOn, from mid-1-f.arch to late ~. 

MARSH HAWKS appeared on the scene on April 8 when one was 
seen near Yannouth (C,R,K, Allen et al). The first record for Cape 
:Breton is May 16, when a. female was observed at South Mountain, 
Victoria County \Neily), The 12 seen at Brier Island April 16 
suggests that they were arriving in numbers at that time. 

OSPREYS are well-reported, but the numbers are sadly small. 
Gone are the days when 4 or 5 pairs could be seen on a short 
birding expedition along the shore from Dartmouth to Head of 
Chezzetcook. An early arrival was seen near Pubnico, Ye.mouth 
County on April 3 (C,R.K, Allen). The next sighting was of two 
April 12 at Nyanza, Cape llreton (Katharine MacRae). Other sightings 
of singles and a few pairs come from widely scattered points. 

Only two observers were lucky enough to glimpse a DUCK HAWK 
this spring, On May bat Duncan's Cove, Halifax County, E,M:l.lls and 
R. Hughee saw either two of this species, or the same bird on two 
occasions. With Bald :Eagles and Ospreys these birds share the 
doleful distinction of high susceptibility to modem pesticides, 
The little falcons are well reported; all sightings for PIGEDN 
HAWKS were, with one exception, in the western half of the province . 
or on Sable Island, The exception was one at Pictou on May 11 
(Holdway). All reports are of single birds, the earliest being one 
on Sable Island, March 28 (Ball), Both this species and SP.ARROW 
HAWKS winter in limited numbers in Nova Scotia, so that early 
sightings are not necessarily of spring arrivals, This year, 
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however, the first report of a Sparrow Hawk at Chebogue, Yarmouth 
County on April 7 (C.R.X. Allen) was quickly followed by a number 
of others from along both Atlantic and Fundy coasts. First arrivals 
in Cape Breton were one at Lingan Road on April 13 (M. Willms) and 
another on the 15th at Little Smoky (Neily). 

Few of our reporters consider the gallinaceous birds 
newsworthy, and certa.i.nly they have no place in a migration report, 
being strict staj•-o.t-horr,es. Sieht:l.nes of SPRUCE GROUSE are, however, 
always of interest and we hs.ve several of these, all from Cape Breton 
and all of a si~..gle birds. One was at Neil's Harbor, Victoria 
County April 7 (Neily) and one on Franey Trail, Ingonish Beach, ~ay 
24 (J.D. MacDonald), Three others were seen in the same general 
area on April 10 and May 19 & 31 by the same observer. The earliest 
report of a drumming RUFFED GROUSE was of one at Cole Harbor, 
Halifax County on March 23 (R,K, &ton). Another much later was 
heard and unsuccessfully stalked near Upper Stewiacke on April 28 
{C,R,X, Allen). The most newsworthy RING-NEI:KED PHEASANT was a 
hen bird on Sable Island May 4, reported as having her tail feathers 
tweaked by a Cowbird (Bell). Reason for the assault is alleged to 
be competition for food, 

Rails are among the most secretive of birds, and Sable Island 
offers them little cover, In spite of this a VIRGiliIA RAIL lingered 
near Mrs. Christel Bell's house from May 6 to 21, spending much of 
its time in the wood pile, but fed on the lawn where it was observed 
to eat sow-bugs,,. ,also known as pill bugs or "wood lice" 
(terrestrial isopods). The only other rail reported was one of the 
sam,e species at Porter's lake, Halifax County April 20 (I. McLaren). 

PIPillG PLOVER are among the earliest northward migrants, but 
are often overlooked because they do not announce their arrival 
like the spring songsters, The first recorded this yea.r was one at 
Conrad's Beach, Halifax County on April 5 (R,M. Eaton), Other 
records are of 4 seen regularly since April 12 and nesting, at Cape 
Sable (Smiths); two at La.wrencetown, Halifax County April 27 and 
28 (Hinds et al) and one at Crescent Beach, Lunenburg County May 11 
(Fullerton and Hinds). These pale 1i ttle plover are particularly 
common on the white sand beaches in Shelbume County, and 
reporters in that area could supply us with useful arrival and 
departure dates as well as information on breeding, Our only other 
breeding p_lover, the S:EMI-PALMATED, is reported only twice this 
spring1 May 8 at Sable Island (McLaren) and May 11 near Chebogue 
River, Yarmouth County (M. Hilton). On the other hand, KILLDEER, 
which were practically Ul'lheard-of a few years ago, have been 
observed all the way from northem Cape Breton to Cape Se.ble, At 
the latter locality, one of 3 wintering birds was still present on 
March 11 (Smiths) and 2 wintering birds were still at White Point, 
Queens County on March 22 (M. Doggett). Three records for April 7 
are1 several heard calling at Rockingham, Halifax County (Mills), 
one at Chebogue Point (Hilton and Kirk), and one at Neil I s Brook 
Victoria County (Neily). The Chebogue bird may have found a mate, 
as D, Kirk reports a pair here fl'0m April 15. Other pairs u-e 
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reported from Porter1 s Lake Halifax County near a.n old nesting 
location on April 28 (Hinds~ SJ.'.l.d at :&!.st Chezzetcook, Halifax County 
May 3 (R. Anderson), An incubating bird was also reported from 
Middleton (D. Bowlby). 

GOLDEN PLOVER are seldom reported in spring but this year an 
immature was well observed at Cow Bay on hay 4 (Boulva), BLACK
BELLIED PLOVER, which go through in considerable numbers, first 
appeared on May 11 when 5 were seen a.t Chebogue (H. Hilton) and one 
at Crescent Beach (Fullerton a.nd Hinds). The movement was still in 
progress late in the montht as 67 were observed at Grand Pre on 
Hay 24 (C,R.K. Allen et al; and 6 at New Harbour, Guysboroueh 
County (Armsworthy), The RUDDY TURNSTONE, a rather uncommon s:rring 
transient, waf'l seen just once, at Sable Island on Nay ?6 (Bell 
end McLaren), WOODCOCK, wh:i.ch often arrive before the last of the 
winter storms, showed up this year on March 28, when the first one 
was seen at Cole Harbor (R.M. Th ton). Next report is of one at 
Middle Ohio April 6 (MacKay per Lewis), On April 28, a nest with 
4 eggs was found near Wm. te Point, Queens County by M, Doegett, A 
few COMMON SHIPE survived the winter and therefore, as is the case 
with some other species, early sightings cannot be classified as 
spring arrivals. On April 9 one was heard "winnowing" at Chebogue 
Point (C.R.K, Allen) and on April 22 at Lingan Road, Cape Breton 
County the first observation for Cape Breton was made by M, Willms. 
The Brennans report newly hatched young near Sprin,zville, Pictou 
County on 11,ay 17. 

The number of UPLAND PLOVER seen in Nova Scotia thj.s spring 
as compared with 1968 showed an increase of 100%,,,one was seen 
re~arly between April 26 and May 31 at Sable Island (McLe.ren et 
al) and another at Cape Sable on May 8 (Smiths), A slightly early 
SPOTTED SANDPil'ER was seen at Broad Cove, Lunenburg County on J:.lpy 4 
(Fullerton and Hinds) and one a:p:reared at the usual nesting e.pot 
at Cape Sable on Nay 12 (Smiths), On the same day 20 birds at 
Brier Island indicate a definite movement. The first sighting for 
Cape Breton is of one in Inverness County on May 16 (Neily et al) 
The first WILLEI' sneaked by the Yarmouth County observers and was 
heard by Joe Teman at Annapolis on April 16, Four others 
appeared at Cape Sable on the following day, The main influx, 
however, took place from April 26 to May 4. On the 26th there were 
40 plus at Eel Lake, Yarmouth County (D. Kirk et al); four were 
as far up the coast as Crescent Beach, Lunenburg County on April 
27 (Hinds),, •• possibly the same early birds seen at Cape Sable on 
the 17th. Israel Pothier saw 8 at Argyle, Yarmouth County on 
April 28 and says that the 27th and 28th are the normal arrival 
times for this area, He al.so reports 80 near the Tusket River on 
May 4, Apparently the movement was still in progress on June 1, 
as a flock of 19 was seen flying in fonnation at Seal Island on 
that date (N,S,E.S. party). 

GREATER YELLOWLIDS began to go through on schedule in lete 
Ap!ril, The first two were recorded from Cheticamp Island, Inverness 
County by Neily on April 25 1 and the first ma.inland report was of 
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10 at Lawrencetown, Halifax County on the 28th. No great numbers 
were seen at any time, the largest being 15 in the Lawrencetown 
area on Hay 4 ( C,R,K, Allen). 'l'he la.test sighting is of one at 
Seal Island, June 1 (N.S.B,S, party) but judging from other years, 
a few stra.c-glers are probably still around. The only reports of 
LES$ER YELLOWL:ffiS are of 8 near the lower Tusk et River on May 3 
(Pothier), one at Sable Island from May 24 to 29 (McLaren) and one 
at Seal Island Jtme 1 (N.S,B,S, party). 

PURPLE SANDPIPERS lingered late this spring ••• there were 
50 at Conrad I s Beach near Halifax on April 27 and one at Chebucto 
Head May 14 (E, Hills ·et al). WHITE-Rilllil?ED SANDPIP:ERS are rare 
sprinc: migrants in these parts, but Eileen Armsworthy reports 8 
plus at New Ifarbor on May 25, LEAST SANDPIPERS, which breed on 
Sable Isl1md, hed apparently not appeared by May 31, the latest 
reporting date from there. On the mainland one was at Cape Sable 
on May 16 (Smiths), 20 at Crescent Beach, !cay 18 (E, Mills), 
12 at Brier Island Hay 25 (N.S,B,S. Field Day) and 7 at Seal 
Island, Jun<? 1 (N,S.B.S. party. Single SENI-PALMATED SANDPIP:ERS 
were noted on May 18 and 24, and 3 on June 1 at the same localities 
and by the se.me obsc>rvers. The only records of spring SANDERLINGS 
are of 8 at Iiiartinique Beach on May 17 (Boulva) and of one on Brier 
Island June 1 (N,S,B.S, Field Day). 

One of the moRt unusual reports this spring was of a female 
RED PHALAROPE in brilliant breed.ing plumage, feeding on floating 
}Jay-.flies on Five-Island Lake about 10 miles from the nearest 
sRlt water (i'ioffatt), Between 300 and 500 NORTHERN PH.ALA.ROPES were 
seen et Grande Passaee, Digby County on May 23 by E, and A :Vdlls; 
4 were observed at Canso on the 30th (Jarvis) and 3 at See.1 Island 
]',fay 31 (N,S,B,S, party). After Cave Swallows a.net Varied Thrushes, 
the report of ~. WILSOlJI S PH.ALAROPE on Sable Island hardly comes as 
a 8hock, One w.s seen and all field marks noted by fan McLaren and 
l1rr, C. Bell on Hay 24, and is, so fax as we know, only the second 
sprin5 record for Nova Scotia, The Wilson Phalarope is a prairie 
bird, but in mj_gretion a few casual records exist spring and fall 
for both Pacific and Atlantic coasts. 

, Spring reports of ICELAND GULLS are all from Cape Breton: 
one north of Presqu 1ile Inverness County on April 5, 2 at Glace 
Bay April 12, and 2 at Cheticamp, Inverness County April 25 (Neily). 
GRF:A'.l' BLACK-BACKED GULLS, which are abundant in most of coastal 
Nova Scotia at all sessons are, according to Neily, scarce in 
northern Cape Breton during the winter. He reports that spring 
arrivals appeared this year on April 7, when 5 were seen at 
Ingonish Beach and 16 at Ingonish. HERRING GULLS apparently did 
nothing to cause comment duri;r,..g the report period. RING-BILLED 
GULLS winter here in fair numbers and there is normally al so a sprine; 
build-up of transients. It is hard to understand, therefore, why 
the 1969 spring reports are so sparse. These consist only of singles 
or 2 or 3 birds, seen at scattered points from Cape Sable to 
Chetic8mp. BLACK-HEADED GULLS, present all winter, remained until 
late April, There were 15 at Halifax (Bedford Ba.sin) on April 4 
(E. Mills) and still 5 at Lawrencetown, Halifax County on April 
28 (Hinds). Five were at Glace Bay Sanctuary and 17 at Glace Bay 
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wharf on April 12 (Neily). Like the Ring-bills, BONAPARTE'S 
GULLS are repo;rted far more lightly than one would expect. One 
was at Eel Brolok, Yermouth County on April 6 and another, or the 
same, was seen on April 26 (Hurlbert et al) • One was at 
Lawrencetown, Halifax County May 4 (C.R.K. Allen) and 5 et Glace Bay 
Sanctuary, May 19 (N,S.B.S. Field Day). 

¥,ost reporters on tern sightings did not commit themselves 
as to whether the birds seen were COMMON or ARCTIC. Israel Pothier, 
however, says that he and Dr. Robie Tufts some years ago established 
that Arctic Terns are the first to arrive, and eives the arrival 
date for this yeer in Yarmouth Count;)' as !liay 3. The Smiths report 
terns (sp) at Cape Sable in "early Hay". Bembers of the N.S.B,S, 
who attended the Field Day at Brier Island l'iay ?4 reported over 
200 Common Terns and 40-50 Arctics, while W. Lent reports that both 
species arrived at the nesting area on Brier Island on Hay 10, 
Holdway reports 8 Common Terns arriving at nesting sites in Pictou 
on Me.y 13, and according· to Neily, 3 appeared at fuf;lishtown on 
May 17. A ROSEATE TERN was seen at a lake near Hillcrest Pictou 
County on June 1 by E. Crathorne and the Kenneys. 

A THICK-BILLED MURRE in breeding plumage was seen by members 
of the N,S.B.S. at sea off Seal Island on June 1, A late DOVEKIE 
was spotted e.bout a mile offshore near Pictou by Capt. E. lloldwe.y on 
¥,a.y 1, and 2 even later, Hay 12, at Sable Island (McLaren). J3LACr: 
GUILLEMOTS were beginning- to don breeding plumage by April 7(Heily) 
and were flushed from nesting locations at Seal Island on Nay 31 
(N.S,B,S, party). Most PUFFIN rerorts come from the vicinity of 
St, Ann 1 s Bay, where their colonies are located on Hertford and 
Ciboux Islands, This year, however, !'lembers of the l"..S.B,S, 
party at Brier Islend on He.y 24 were treated to the sicht of 7 
flying past the Western Light. 

THE M01JIDfilm DOVE appears to be videl~, hut thinly :c,cattered 
ell over the province, to judge by 11 dozen reports totall~14 birds, 
Ar>ril 6 to ¥sy 25, from Richmond to Yarmouth counties. 'Lhii, iR 4 
more than were rerortef!. last spring, which scarcely signifies an 
increase. A YELLOw-BILLED CUCKOO stayed on Sable Island Nay 11 to 
13 (McLe.ren) and a BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO was observed at Sea.l Island 
June 1, by the N.S,B,S, party there at that tiJJ1e, 

A SNOWY OWL, our single record, appeared in Dartmouth A:nr:i.1 
1?, and stayed for over a week, subsequently seen in Halifax (city). 
It was in good condition, according to Ethel Cra thorne, who reported 
seeing it perched on a "charcoal gray roof, against which its 
immaculs,te white plumage showed to great advantae:e," Our resident 
owls are all too rarely reported, but Neily bas observed 2 BARRED 
OWLS, :May 6, "acting as though nesting in the area" at Warren Lake, 
Victoria County, and at Fenwick, Cumberland County, a SAW \·/HET OWL 
is reported to have taken over a last year's Pilea.ted Woodpecker's 
nest ( D, Myers). 
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To date, June 2, no WHIP-POOR-WILL has been reported on the 
mainland., ••• but one was heard May 26 and 31 at Int:lis Lake, Cape 
Breton County by M. \-/illms. The COMMON NIGHTHAWK had arrived by 
May 24; one seen at Brier Island (N,S,B.S, party), and was wide
spread by June 1, The first CHIMNEY SWIFTS put in an appearance 
May 4, at Broad Cove, Lunenbure; County (Hinds and Fullerton); 
May 11 in.Truro (R, Baker), May 15 Wolfville (C, Chipman) and 
were generally reported b;y :t,1.ay 17. Peak arrival was May 2 6, noted 
at three localities in Cape Breton (P, Hope, W. Neily). Appropriately 
the RUBY-TilltOATED HU11I'1INGBIBD reached the Annapolis Valley first, 
rAported Hay 12 at Round Hill and Annapolis Royal (Whi tehoad and 
Ternan); May 14 at Wilmot (T, Hawkins) encl l'lay 15 at Wolf'ville 
(C, Chipman). The first dateR for Brier Island and Pictou were 
Nay 24 (N, S, B, S,, Holdway); for Guys borough County May 28 
(ArrnPwnrth;y) end for Banoock, V:i.ctorie County May 31 (G. Bartlett), 
Twenty-five reports of the BFl,TED KINGFISHER, ¥~rch 19 to May 24, 
probably include a number of wintering birds. For the most part, 
sinc;le birds are mentioned, widely scattered, but on May 4, four 
Kin,gfishers were obRerved at Hazel Hill, Guysborou~h County 
(Arrnsworthy), 3 the came day in the Ingonish area tNeily), and 
on Eay 5 a Kincficher was reported from Sable I13land ( C, Bell). 
Eileen Armmrorthy wrote "3 or 4 here every week since May 4 and a 
pair lYif,;r ?4" (at Hazel Hill), 

The YF,LIOW-Sl!AFTED FI,JCKER arrived in force April 8 to 28, 
firnt cC'en A;:irn 8 at Wilmot, AlmP.r,,7 is County by Thelma Hawkins. 
April 12 and 13 Flickers afpeared in Lunenburg and Shelburne 
Counties (Fullerton, Lewis), April 15 at White Point, Queen's 
County (M. Dorn·ett) and Wolfville, Kings County (c. Chipman), 
April 16 st Round Hill, Annapolis County (W. Whitehead) and Pictou 
Count;y (Brennans), and also on Sable Island thBt day (C. Bell). 
By April 18 FlickerR were in Cape Breton at Freshwater Lake, 
Victoria County (Neily) and in Halifax County (Allen); by the 22nd 
in Guys borough County (Armsworthy) and the 26th in Yarmouth County 
(D. Kirk and others), and Cape Sable (Smiths). Note that this 
is over two weekn later than the first record, in the Annapolis 
Valley. 

The REID-BELLIED WOODF:EX:KER and the RED-HEADED WOODPEX:KER 
were both seen at Brier Island, on the May 24-25 Field Trip. Notes 
on the,;e will follow this account. The latter bird has figured in 
five or six reports winter and spring this year, suggesting a 
pORRible shift in range. The first species, reported in the last 
Newsletter, j,e. the Red-bellied Woodpecker first seen January 4, 
stayed at Crouseto,m long enough for a number of our members to 
have a look at it, and for Nellie Snyder to obtain an excellent 
pioture. This will be deposited at the NRtional Museum at Ottawa, 
i.n lieu of a study skin. Our more tender-hearted members should be 
grateful to the inventors of the color camera! A Red-headed 
Woodpecker, May 17, lit on a post on Cape Sable, where Sid Smith was 
able to obtain a eood view of it, red head and all ... "no trouble 
with this identification", he said. He saw the bird again Nay 18 in 
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the upper field, so it certainly is not the same bird as the one 
seen May 17 in Yarmouth, on a fence along the Wyman Road, and 
identified by M. Hilton and A. Hurlburt as follows 1 "on fence 
post within 2 car lengths of us •• ,we watched him for some time. 
When we moved car forward he flew to next post, end finaDy to 
spruce tree o~ other siaP of road. His red head shone in·the 
sunshine ••• and when he flew, the broad white patch on wings and 
back would have been unmistakable if we hadn't seen anything but 
that." There is more difficulty about the Red-headed Woodpecker 
discovered April 29, at Port George, Kings County by D. Bowlby, 
which could possibly have been the one reported at Karsdale, Annapolis 
County at the Thexton feeder last winter. However, this is not 
necessarily so, and it is extremely doubtful if the 2 birds of this 
species seen on the Brier Island and Seal Island trips (Hay 24 and 
May 31) are the same. So we have a possible six Red-headed 
Woodpeckers in N0 va Scotia, January through J;-;;-;;-, 1969. 

After these dazzling records, we return to our own YELLOW
BEI!.IIIED SAJ?SUCKIB, (which is, after all, a more dazzling~) 
arrival dates for which appear to be April 11 to 15, according to 
the records of H.F. Lewis and Eric Mills. Sapsuckers were present 
in their usual nlllllbers by !·:ay 10, in central Nova Scotia (M.ills, 
Allen) and had reached Cape Breton May 3 to 5 at Ingonish Beach, 
Victoria County (Neily). Five more BLACK-BACKED THREE-TOED WOOD
PECKERS were watched with interest this spring; one, May 11 near 
Barrington (Doane) and one, near Shubenacadie, Mid-May, seen 
several times by F. Cook end R. MacPhee. On Nay 13, a male was 
observed at Rocky Point, Ingonish, end on May 25, a pair at a 
nest, Warren Lake, Victoria County (w. Neily and others) • 

An EA.STERN KINGBIRD, l•lay 4 at Cow Bay, HalHax County 
(McLaren, Doane) and one f.iay 5 on Sable Island (McLaren) were 
well ahead of the main migration, marked by the arrival of 35, 
May 15, at Brier Island (Lents), Kingbirds next appeared fo 
Annapolis and Lunenburg Counties (Hawkin~, Chipman, Allen) 1''.ay 18 
and 19, and have been observed in good numbers in these localit:teg, 
since them. A GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER appeared at the Topples', 
Lake Loon, Halifax County on Yiay 27. It was observed j_n a tree in 
company with a bright male Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a really splendid 
sight, aC<"'"rdino- to the viewers. Another of these rare flycatchers 
was seen at Seal Island, May 31, by the N,S.B,S. party. A PHOEBE, 
April 7 e.t Chebogue Point, followed by 2 at Cape Forchu April 8 
(Allen, D. Kirk, M. Hilton) was the earliest recorded arrival in this 
group. One was seen April 18 at Ingonish Beach, Victoria County 
(Neily); One April 20 at Porter's Lake, Halifax County (McLaren); 
One heard April 26 at Markland (possibly one of the Cape Forchi.J. 
birds on territory, heard by A, Hurlburt, M, Hilton and D, Kirk); 
severe,1 1 A:pril 27 to May 16, in Shelburne (reported by Lewis in the 
Coastip.1.ard.); one !-lay 12, attempting to nest under a bridge at 
Wilmot, Annapolis County (Hawkins), and reversing all usual order, 
one, May 17, at Cape Sable (Smiths). The YELLOW-BELLIE'D F'LYCATCHER 
appears to have arrived late or been undetected elsewhere, as it is 
only reported at Brier Island May 24, and on Seal Island May 31 and 
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June 1, and the. two birds seen at each place by the N.S.B,S. 
parties present. No arrivel date has shown up for the TRAILL 1S 
FLYCATCHl!R, but it was common "singine everywhere" !'iay 31, in 
Halifex County and Colchester County (C.R.K. Allen). A LEAST 
FLYCATCHER was noted May 18 in King's County (Neily and party) 
and man;y were heard May 19, alone the roadsides in Lunenburg 
County, and not before they were needed, according to C.R.K, 
Allen. This was one of our first warm days, and the air was 
shimmering with flies. The distinctive song of a very early 
FASTERN WOOD PEWEE was heard in the woods near Lake Annis, 
Yarmouth County, May 4 by M,W, Hilton, Two May 18 dates, one 
bird each a.t Brooklyn, Hants County and at Brier Island are 
reported by Allen and Neily respectively, the only others since 
then being from Digby and Yarmouth Counties (up to June 1), The 
OLIV~SIDED FLYCATCHER was Reen and heard, two of them, May 31 at 
E. Stewiacke, Colchester County (Allen) and three, May 31, at Seal 
Island (N.S,B.S.) party. A few HORNED LARKS, 10, unspecified, have 
been reported up to ~Jay 31 in Halifax and Colchester Counties, 
sine].e birds; and a few on Sable Island reported by C. Bell. 

The first TREE SWALLOW wa.s sighted April 8 at Lower Wedgeport 
(I. Pothier); followed by 10-12 April 12 over a pond near llartlett 1s 
Beach, Yarmouth County (D, Kirk and M, Hilton); several the same 
day and followin~ week in Shelburne County (H. Lewis) t 1, in },lictou 
County (BrennansJ; 2, April 15 at Cape Sable (Smiths) and a wave of 
75, April 16 at Brier Island (Lents), plus a few in the Annapolis 
Valley on the same date (T, Hawkins, W. Whitehead). Tree Swallows 
were well distributed around the countryside by the first week in 
May, had reached St. Peters, Richmond County by May 3 (M. Digout), 
but were still arriving, a concentration of 100 plus noted on Brier 
Isle.nd May 24 by the N.srn.s. party. A BANK SWALLOW was observed at 
Five Island Lake, Halifax County on May 1 by two fishermen (Moffatt 
and Allen) and Bank Swallows were at nesting sites May 24 in 
Victoria Park, Truro (R. Baker) and May 28, 14 at Pictou (Holdway), 
The first report from Cape Breton was 2, May 25 in Victoria County 
(Neily). Pothier also saw one of the first BARN SWALLOWS, April 27 
at Lower Wedgeport, the other one being at Cape Sable the same day 
{Smiths), Other reports followed quickly.,,.seen May 2 at Sable 
River (Shelburne Coastguard} a. concentration of 50 May 2 at Brier 

· Island (Lents); 1, May 4, at Y.!\Xlllouth (M. Hilton); 2, May 4 at 
Broad Cove, Lunenburg County (Hinds and Fullerton); 30, May 4 at 
Chezzetcook, Halifax County (Boulva, Allen); 5, May 5 at Hazel Hill, 
Gu,yshorough County (Armsworthy); seen May 8 at Wilmot, Annapolis 
County (T, Hawkins); and present in good numbers generally distributed 
by !,Jay 11, On Nay 12, 5 were recorded at Louisbourg (Neily and 
others), Three CLIFF SWALLOWS were seen near Shubenacadie Lake, 
Halifax County 1!",ey 10 (E, ¥.d.lls); small numbers were noted here and 
there in Digby, Kines, Hants and Colchester Counties ~.ay 19 to. ,1, 
and 7 were seen May 24 at Brier Island by the N,S,B.S, party. A 
storm-blown adult male PURPLE MARTIN was picked up exhausted, and 
did not surdve, March ~7 a.t Sable River (identified by H.F. Lewis ). 
Two Purple M11rtiris WP.re not"'d l"11y 1 at Five !eland Lake (Hoffatt, 
Allen) and two the same day at Censo (J. Jarvis). Mrs, Jarvis has . . 
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written expressine concern that the 20 to 30 pairs of Barn Sw2.1lows 
usually nesting in her vicinity have been reduced to 2 or 3 pairs 
this yeer. To retnrn to Purple 1':Prtins, 1velyn Lowerison h::s 
written frorr Amherst: "You will be pleasPd to know the Purrle 
Me.rtins are back. I vent u9 to Hr. TenEant I s yesterda;y (formerl,r 
Percy Black property), there were 12 l'.2rtins using the new house he 
had built last year; the old houseA were sw2rmine: with Starlings, 
but none in the new house. I have 6 now, although they have not 
started to build as yet. It is difficult to describe how lovely it 
is to hear them eerl~' in the morning. They arrived on N0y 1?th, 
a bit late, SP they used to be h,•1'P on April ?9th faithfully. 11 

No exceptional r,~portp have been rPcei ved of Jeys, Ravenr, or 
Crows this sprin[,• All appesr to be present in their UFtwl nu!l1bPrs, 
Blue JayA more evident, and Crous less ,:o th8n on ,,inter fie) d 
trips, The BLACK-CAPPE1l CHICJ(ADEE was present in suffi cientl:r hich 
nUJJ1bers, 100 plus, on Brier IP land ha,y ?4 (noted by E. hills et ril -, 
to suggest a m1.gratory movement. Barbara fonds wfltched ? Black
Caps, April 22 at the en trcince to Laurie Perk, clearint out the 
rotten wood from the top of e r,lender, dead tree sturrrp. "'lhey 
behaved like woodueckers, and seemed to teke it in turnr; dirmppem·J.!lf·· 
into the cup and reHppearing wit1-, beal-Juls of dead wooi!. 'l'hey flew 
ab01.1t 15 yards away to disperse the evidence of nest buildinc, not 
always droppine it in the ,same place." A JIOUSE 1:/1.EN crsn:,, to c,rpe 
Sable 1,;ay 3 and? Wil:THl Wh1'1lS April 15 (Sn•iths), One was sern at 
Sable April 3 b:0 Eleanor Androschuk, and one wer, wRtched h,• 1Ci 
at Lake Loon, Halifax CoU11tc,, Pinfine from the top 0f e t2.ll ,pruce 
(Topples); onP elso was hePrd sinein/: at Enrnside, Colchester 
Count1 I::ay 10 (Allen); 3, Nay 11 e.t >;ear Cove, HH1ifsx County O:. 
Nills ; ?, V,;,y 1? at ]roP!l_ Cove, Llin•mlmr1:, C. o,inty (Fullerton Pnc1 
Hinds ; Pnd '1 were noted at Brier IPland, Lp;v ?L]; 4 nt Seal Ic:1Anc1 
June 1 by the N,S.B,S. parties, Feily reports 1 !-,ny 25 0t \;prrs!n lAke, 
Victoria. Count?. 

The l,OCKINGBIRll at Irgonish Center, Vj otoJ'fa Count? is 
reporte<'I to be still around(!Ten,,), also thee one et the Robertsor,' 
in Shelburne, which has been th8re rsince last October, ,,nc ? were 
reported I'l8Y 14 at Brier InlF>nd b:r the Lent8, one dill prec£,~t 
Yiay ?4, for the H.S.Il,S, Fielc1 Trip. Apr:il 1fi wns thro e~rlc· c<8,te 
for the CATBIRD this year, ••• one seen on thPt dey Pt Arn1°,polis (J. 
Ternan); followed by 1, 1,a,' 13 and tbrsreafter on S,a.ble Isl,,nc1 
(McLaren); but 10, 1-1ey 16, at Brier Isl1md sugeestrs 8. wovement of 
spring miarents, The only BROWN THRASHERS reported are 1 1 , April 
24, present for some time at Orbome, Shelburne County (per Lewif,); 
1, Nay 1? at Cape Sable (Smiths); 1, !fay 16 iat Sable IRland (i;;. 
Androschuk); 7, E2y 16 nt Brier Island (Lents), sor'.,e of thPse 8een 
later by the field trip parties there l"ay 18 and 25; and 1, E2;ir 31 
at Seal Island (N,S,],S. party.) 

After 211, it haR not been difficult to este.blish arrival 
dates for the ROBIN. On March ?3, 100 1,1us appE,ared on Brier 
Island, according to the Lents, and on J.larch 24, 8 or 10 c:howod up 
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at Sable River (Robart per Lewis); Thelma Hawkins, et Wilmot, 
Annnpolio Count?, ·E. Holdway e.t Pic:t;ou, and the Armsworthys at 
Hazel Hill, Guyshorough County, all noted "the first migrants" 
on Viu•ch 25. They were "numerous" at Cole Hnrbor, Halifax County 
b:, N:?.rch 27, accordin0 to the Th.tons , and generally distributed, 
but not Rettled dovn, by the first week in Apri1. Holdway at Pict01, 
re:'o:rted Robinr "on t0r:ri torfos" r,y A,:ri1 ?6, but another heavy 
movement was noted by C,lt.L Al] en May 3, 1000 rlus in the farmers' 
fieldc in C'olchester County. Some of those Shelburne Robins 
westea. no time, as a neatly halved ege; shell was found by D. 
RobertPl"ln (accori1inc to Lewis) on Hay 14. In Cape Breton, Mar;:, 
v/ilJms keOJt a <leily record for Linea.n Road, CapP Breton County, 
and not(,s first ax:d vals April 13, with succeedine "peaks" April 
1R-19, 23 an<l 27. 

At Jirj.Pr Jslend, Digby County, on l·Jay 18, Wayne 11eily, 
Davie! licComick and Lerry Neily report the close ocservation of a 
bird "with recldish head, olive-brown back and t,dl, larc;e spots 
noted" •••• identified as a 1-IOOD TBRUSH, A HERJiJIT '.l'fillUSH April 26 
at Sc.ble IH1ana (C. P,ell); 1, April 26 at Cape Sable (Smiths);. 
1 1 Apr:l.l 27, heard ,iinging at Five-Island Le.ke, Halifax County 
(!,:offatt r>nd Allcm), and 22, April 28 at Brie:r Island (Lents), 
arr; '"':rJ.;, datefl for thiA thrtrnh, On 11iR.Y 11, Neily si,ghted one at 
Iii[, Arar, d 1Or·, Cn::,r; Breton Cowty, and by May 12 reports indicate 
p:enr'r"'l <1iRtrHni.tion, Sable got the first &'WAINSON I s, too, on 
Lp,y 1fi, followed by one, Fay 18 at Brier Island (Neily and party) 
?, h,y 21 Pt Yor1'- Redoubt, IlalHax Co1lllty (E, Nills); one, Hay 22 
c1t Pictol1 (Boldway); one, l'Jay 23 r;t I!l1:onish Beach, and very few 
othP:r reports, l!tithr;r the Swai1'.son 1 s is late or scarce this year, 
'!'wo 1•enorts of the GRAY-CHJi]EKED THRUSH are of one or more at Sable 
Jrland·, fj rst noted AprH 27 ( c. Bell per McLaren), 2nd onP, liay 
?Ii, et Picto,, (Hol<'!wr,y), The N,S,B,S, pArt;y searched f:ieal Island 
for Grny-cheeks on thPir May 31 tr:i.p, but found none. ('.!'his island 
a.t one timo sm1)portc;d :a nestiN, populPtion of the Gray-cheeked 
'L'hri,sh.) An oa:r1? date for the V};ERY is 11;ay 18, at Brier Islan, 
where two ,;ere seen b;y JJeily ,,nd others. An extraordinary oighting 
of a Veer;;' copies from the C.R.K. Allens, who saw the bird in their 
own bncky2rd li2y ?7 and 28. What was .even more extraordinary was 
thr; appear;1noe of a Swainson I s Thrush in the flaJue place, Hay '?9 and 
30, when it took over from the Ve,ery, Thrushes in metropolitan 
HaliL,.x ~-re, nePdless to say, rfl,re, and can be safely classed as 
mic;rants. The EASTlili}: BLURBJRlJ h8R put in an appearance aeain this 
yee,r, •• one sePn Apri1 6 at Sehle River (Lewis); one, April 18, 2t 
CAnno (cl. Jo:rvin); one, Ap:rjl 28; fi.ve, l·'ay 11; andl, Mac' 22 at 
Bri,•r Ishind (Le,ntR). One othRr Bluebird was watched for some time 
on Mey 4, im,ect-hunting from a fence, neHr Wolf'ville ( C, Chipman), 

RilliY-CRO\'INED KHmU1l'S were first heard singing, 3, April 19 
in the IIEilifax-Jiants area (C,R.K. Allen); one, Apri1 20 in 
Lunenburg County (Hinds); and are reported on Sable Islend from 
Anril ?? on (C. Bell), The first large number noted is 30 plus, 
A,iril ?6, in full ROY!{' in the, woods at 1°':,rkl,ind, YRrmouth County 
(D. Kirk, A. }iurlburt, l" Hilton). CHpe Sable reportss 2 thst day, 
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and two were heard at louisbourg, designated "first migrants" by Neily. 
Barbara Hinds has reported at least one WATER PIPIT "from February 
15 onwards, on the shore at Bro.ad Cove, Lunenburg County; 2 still 
about on Apr11 20, and the last sighting May 10. 11 The Lents counted 
12 on Brier Island, March 23, The dates for mainland Nova Scotia 
are regular but the numbers are small this year. It is interesting 
that McLaren noted "singles present ~ May 1411 , on Sable Island, 
and 40 plus were seen May 20 at Sunrise, Victoria County by Neily 
and party. Tufts has given May 10 as the latest departure date in 
spring, 

·Flocks of :OOHEMIAN WAXWINGS stayed in Cape Breton until April, 
35 seen April 7 at Ingonish Center (Neily) and this or another flock 
of similar size the next day, April 8 at Ingonish by Dr. and Mrs. F. 
Hattie, Scme of the nock stayed around until April 30, seen in the 
vicinity by M. Barker. A lingering Bche:mian Waxwing, ?1ay 27, was 
observed·in the trees back of the School for the Blind, Halifax, by 
M,B, Allen. Very few CEDAR WAXWINGS wintered over, so the 8 seen 
May 30 at Bedford (E, Murray) were almost certainly new arrivals, 
There were a few at Seal Island where the N.S.B.S. party saw 3, 
May 31, and 10 June 1st. 

A NORTHERN SERIKE was. still around at Lswrencetown, Halifax 
County, observed there March 9 by E. Crathorne and the Hemeons. 
Tufts reports only one winter record for the LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE, 
Dec, 28, 1909, Another late winter or possibly very early spring 
record of this migrant species just missed the last Newsletter, Ben 
Doane wrote as follows 1 "Loggerhead Shrike 1 ·1, at Thomasville near 
Port LaTour on Feb. 23rd, •• ,satisfying all the criteria for 
distinction from a Northern Shrike, namely, the difference in size, 
eye mask meeting over the bill, coloring of lower mandible, and 
lack of streaking on breast, plus behaviour, in that the bird 
perched on a wire and repeatedly flew down to grab some sort of 
insects which it found in the marsh grass, The bird was seen at 
very close range (20 to 30 feet) and observed for twenty minutes or 
more, permitting an absolutely unequivocal identification of a 
Loggerhead," STARLINGS continue plentiful throughout all seasons, 
and no special migratory movement has appeared in our records this 
spring. 

A SOLITARY VIROO, way out in front, came to Cape Sable April 
27 (Sotiths). One, May 11 at Barrington (Doane) was ahead of most of 
the others, which became common May 16 to 24, indicated by reports 
ranging from Yarmouth to Pictou Counties md Cape Breton, where 
arr1val date was May 16, in Inverness County (Neily and party), 
The RED-EYED VIRED followed as usual about a week later, first 
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reported, one, May 24, at Brier Island (N,S,B,S. party) and one 
the same day up in Rants County (Allen). Holdway observed 2 on 
May 29 at Pictou, and one was seen Mey 31, 3 on June 1 at Seal 
Island, by the N,S,B,S, party. The first date for Cape Breton is 
one, June 3 at Warren Lake, Victoria County (Neily, McCormick, 
Hope, LeBlanc). 

People with good ears report the BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER 
from May 11 on1 5, May 11, Barrington (Doane); one, May 12, 
Pictou (Holdway); one, May 15, Halifax (N,S.B,S, party) and one, 
May 15, Round Hill (v,Jhitehead) being the earliest records. May 
16 is earliest ar:rival date in Cape Breton, when one was seen at 
Salmon River Trail, Inverness County by Neily, McCormick, Hope and 
LeBlanc, The TENNESSEE was watched singing its classic 3-part song 
on May 10 at Burnside, Colchester County by C.R,K, Allen, and 5 or 
6 of these warblers were on territory along the road in the same 
place by May 31, Tennessees reached Port ~brien, Cape Breton, May 
19 (Neily). .A NASHVILLE WARBLER was noted in E. Halifax County 
May 10 by E. Mills and small numbers were also noted by Doane Hay 11 
et Ilarrington. Hey 15 e.t Wilmot, Annapolic County (T, Hawkins) and 
".~.y 16 at Pictou (Holdway) are the next earliest dat0::, for 
llashvilles, which are lightly renorted so far, May 19, one had 
reached South Hee.d, Cape Breton ZGlace Bay Field Trip), April dates 
for the PARULA are unmmal, but two are well vouched-for: one, 
April 17, in the Canaan Road woods, Yarmouth County (Peters per 
D. Kirk) and one, April 26 at Markland, Yarmouth County, The 
Paxula was well distributed by }lay 24, when it had even reached the 
golf course at Ingonish Beach (Neily). 

The YELLOW WARBLER arrived at Brier Island April 28, 1 5 
strong, but was not heard singing until May 11, when it was reported 
from Yarmouth1 3 (Lewis) and Crescent Beach, Lunenbure; County (Hinds 
and Fullerton). As usual, it has since tecome our most heavily 
reported warbler, 86 birds in ten counties up to May 18, since then 
referred to by the cryptic sign #1 s on most reports. We have no 
mention of the Yellow Warbler from Guysborough County, and Dr. Lewis 
noted a scarcity in his part of Shelburne County, The Yellow Warbler 
is first reported in Cape Breton May 19, one at Ingonish Beach (Neily). 
MAGNOLIA WARBLERS came with the "warbler wave" to Rrier Island April 
28, when 20 were counted there. Again, May 11 is the first date 
for son1,;, a number being heard on that date at Broad Cove (Hinds and 
Fullerton) and 20 plus reported from :Barrington (Doane). Magnolia 
reports from Cape Breton begin Mey 26, 2 seen at Grantmyre Creek 
on the Bell's Cove Field Trip. Neily reports the only CAPE MAY 

.WARBLERS this spring; one, May 18 at Brier Island, and one, Viay 30 
at Maple Brook Road, Inverness County. A BLACK-THROATED BLUE 
WARBLER was heard May 19 in Lunenburg County by C,R,K, Allen, who 
recommends the south end of the New Ross road for early and 
abundant wood warblers, but warns tha.t he was finally put to rout 
there by the black flies. A HYRTLE WARBLER, April 26 at Cape 
Sable(Smiths) was followed by 2 there on .April 30; 100 plus came 
in at Brier Island .April 28. rfyrtles had reached Guysborough, 
Colchester, Pictou and Victoria Counties !•lay 3 and 4 ••• , 3 heard by 
E, .Armsworthy, Allen counted 12 plus in a group, the Brennans 
mention nesting.). ,and Bras d 'Or, Cape Breton County by :t-',ay 13 
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(M. Burchell) , Ten or more :BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLERS were heard 
at :Be.rrington1 Shelburne County May 11 (Doane) e.nd one on the same 
day in Truro l:Baker). During the following week reports were of 
"nwnbers", well distributed about thi!province. Neither Brier 
Isle.nd, nor Cape Sable mentions this warbler in early reports, 
although there were 25 plus at Brier Island May 23 and 24. 

:BLACKBURNIANS have been seen in s0me and twos , the first May 
17 at Victoria Park, Truro, by Ross Baker, the others at Hazel 
Hill, Guysborough County (Armsworthy); Pictou (Holdway); Cape 
Breton County (May 19 Field Trip); Inverness County May ;o by 
Neily, He.lifrx County (N,S,B,S. Field Trip); Stewiacke (Allen) and 
Brier Island (:N,S.B.S, party) during the following two weeks, A 
very early report for the CHESTNUT-SIDED W.ARllLER is April 27, when 
one was seen at Enfield, Halifax County, by Ethel Crathorne, The 
next date is May 11, one at Cole Harbor, Halifax County (Eatons) 
and thereafter reported as "numbers" and by ¥sy 19, well distributed. 
Four were seen and heard May 25 at Victoria Junction, Cape Breton 
County by Betty Reid, and another on June 1, in the Kilkenny Lake 
area, same county, by li'rank Robertson, The BAY-BllEASTED is the 
most lightly reported of the "regular" warblers this year so far, 
but six were seen on the Brier Island trip, May 24 and 25, two at 
Seal Island June 1 (N,S,B,S,) , 3, May 30, Maple Brook Road, 
Inverness County (Neily) and one was seen near E, Stewiacke, 
Colchester County May 31 (Allen). BLACKPOLLS arrived at Cape 
Canso April 18, a small vangua:rd of 10 (E. Annsworthy), but a 
large migration was on in late l'lay, when 20 were counted on Brier 
Island, 100 plus at Seal Island, others noted at Truro, Cole Harbor, 
Bedford, Halifax County and even in Halifax city, over the weekend 
of the 24th, where C. Helleiner qbserved them in numbers flitting 
through his garden, They had reached Cape Breton County in time 
for the May 19 Field Da::y, when 2 were seen, and 3 more May 30 in 
Inverness County (Neily), The PALM W.ARBLl!R, which with the Myrtle 
is usually well ahead of others in this group, is reported April 15 
at Granite Village, Shelburne County (per Lewis); April 19, Old 
Guysborough Road, Halifax County(Allen); April 22, Cape Sable 
(Smiths); one each, then 6 to 8, April 26 at Ma:rlcland, Yarmouth 
County {D. Kirk, A. Hurlburt, M, Hilton); one that day and 4 on 
the 27th at Broad Cove, Lunenburg County (Hinds and Fullerton), 
thereafter widespread. Palms reached Cape Breton May 8, when one was 
seen in Victoria County by Neily, 2 more May 9. Although 10 
OVENBIRDS were seen on Brier Island April 28 (Lents) they were not 
reported singing elsewhere until May 13, first date from Wilmot, 
Annapolis County (T, Hawkins), thereafter common, in wooded areas. 
The earliest date for the NORTHERN WATl!RTHRUSH is May 16, one in 
Inverness County, for a. change (lleily and pe.rty), May 22 one was 
seen at Pictou (Holdway). Others followed in the next few days, and 
Allen reports at least 3 Waterthrushes establishing territories in 
loud ringing voices May 24 along the road to :furnside, Colchester 
County. There seems to be only one mention of the rare MOURNING 
WARBLER, one male, May 31, seen at Seal Island by the N,S,B,S, party. 
More ,-m.JD.erous in Cape Breton, 2 were seen June 3 in Victoria 
County (Neily and party) and Neily wrote "just becoming colllDlon 
June 5" 
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Next to the Yellow, the YELWWTHllOAT bas been mentioned most 
often in spring reports this year, the first one 3 days early {according 
to Tufts) on May 12, at Broad Cove (Hinds and Fullerton}, the first one 
noticed on Cape Sable was May 16 (1:eiths) and abundant by May 19 
throughout the province generally, (Elizabeth Murray of Bedford sent 
:In a description of a bird in her garden, May 26 as follows• warbler 
size, grayish back, yellow face and breast, black bib, no wing bars nor 
s:tiripes, which could well be, as she surmised, a HOODED WARllLER.) Four 
WILSON 1S WARBLERS have been seen1 1, May 24 in Truro (:Baker)! 1, May 25 
Brier Island (N,S.B,S,)1 1 May 27 at Pictou (Holdway); and 1, May 28 on 
the Susy Lake trip, Halifs:a: County (N,S,B,S,) Al.so coDB110ner in Cape 
Breton, five reports of Wilson 1s Warblers totalling 8 birds run from 
May 19 to 27 (Neily and others). The first .AMERICAN REDSTAR'l'S reported 
were 2 1 a male and female, April ,0 in a south-end Hali1'ax garden, by 
J,B, Hardie, By May 15 they were well distributed, outsing.l.ng all but 
.the Black-throated Greens, in their appropriate habitat. Sable Island 
shows a slightly e=atic pattem for arrival of migrants, which may in 
fact be wanderers from the mainland, in some oases, McLaren writes of 
warblers1 "First small "wave" in mid May, with Black-and-White, Parula, 
Magnolia and Yellowthroat on May 13, and Yellow, Cape May, Black-throated 
Green, Blackpoll on May 14. Mostly singles or ones or -twos. F.e.rly were 
two Bay-breasted on May 7, " 

No change hes been noted this year in the population of BOUSE 
SPARROWS. Large nUlllbers of B)B)LINKS descended on us about the middle 
of May, Although only 15 were seen on Jh-;i.er Island May 15 (Lents), a 
big flock was observed May 17 near Yal'IIIOuth, on the roadsides, flying, 
sineing, perched on the fences, etc, (M. Hilton, A, Hurlburt), and 
the actual arrival of a flock of 65 plus was witnessed May 18 in the 
meadow at the Shubenaoadie-Nine-mile River junction, by C,R,K. Allen, 
The noise and excitement were indescribable, as the milling flock 
descended on bushes and plowed land, every bird talking at the top of 
his voice. Six had reached Bras d 'Or by Jl',ay 18 (M. Burchell) 1 a few 
were on Sable Island May 19 (E, Andruschuk), 1, May 20 at Pictou 
(Holdway)i 1, White Point, "1leens County, May 23 (M. Doggett)! and by 
May 24, reports are general, Four EA.STJ!BN MEA.DOWLARKS were seen at 
Canso April 8 (J, Jarvis); 1, still present up to May 10; 1, April 
12 at nearby Hazel Hill, at the feeding tray (E, Armsworthy), A 
Meadowlark was also seen April 29, at Cape Sable (1:eiths), 

Judgins" by the sequence of reports, March 26 to ,0 brought 
us the first migrant REIMINGED BLACKBIRDS, A few males of this species · 
were noted on the early date at Tusket, by H. Hurlburt, and at Wilmot, 
Annapolis County by Thelma Hawkins, followed by a report of 6, at 
Middle Ohio, Shelburne County, March 28, and 5 at Sable Rl,ver, March 29 
(per Lewis), On March 29 new s=ivale were noted at Cole Harbor, Haiifax 
County (Es.tons) ond in Pictou County (Brennans), By mid-April most of 
our swamps and ponds had their rings of Redwings, balancing on the 
cattails, flashing their epaulettes, and producing a bewildering 
variety of unmusical "song", The ll1LTOORE ORIOLE seems to be on the 
increase, Perhaps we have to thank Louise Daley and the C,R,K. Allens 
for some of these, but the simultaneous sight of one male each, May 15, 
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at st. Peter's, Cape Breton County (M. Digout), at Rockingham, Halifax 
County {Robertson), near Williams Lake, Halifax County (D. & C, Jeffries), 
and at Shelburne (per Lewis) could scarcely all be released birds, from 
Digby and Halifax. May 17 saw another at Rockland, in Shelburne County 
and one at Truro (R. Baker); Mey 18, 2 at Crescent Beach, Lunenburg 
County (s. Fullerton) and a female at the feeder, Hazel Hill, Guysborough 
County (Armsworthy). May 19, one is reported on Sable Island (McLaren) 
2,Nay 23 and 24, at Bedford,Halifax County (E. Murray); 1, May 24 at 
Brier Island (N,S.B.S.) and recent word from Ysrmouth is that they are 
"sing'ing all over tovm" (N. Hilton). 

The RUSTY BLACKBIRD presents an unusual pattern, first 
mentioned 2.t Sable Island ••• 3, Yarch 29 and 30 (Bell, McLaren) and 
next at Pictou, 1, April 4 (Holdway), snd 1, April 7 at Chebogue Point, 
Yarmouth County (AJJPn). The Eatons at Cole H~rbor, HRlifax Coimty 
s0w one April 1:, end d.x ve1°e counted April 19, on a trip throuch 
Rnlifax-HentP (Allon nnd party). Other reports have followed from this 
recion; elsewhere on the mainland, only one report, of the two Ht Seal 
Iela.nd June 1 (N, S, Ii. S. part;i,), Rustys have been heavil;y reported in 
Cape Breton, April 13 to 1-'ay 6, totallinf ur to 50 birds, in five 
records from Cape }Jreton and Vi ctorio Counti0s (Willl.Ill'l . , Neily). 
Although ee.:rly COH';ON GI/ACKLES were seen in Pictou County (Brennens) 
and Anm,polin County (!12.wkins) on Earch 27, a.nd 2 were nohd on Sable 
Island April 2(C. Bell), they did not reach Yarmouth and Shelburne Cminties 
11nti1 AprU 8 (Allen, Lewis), nor Cape Breton until April l(Neily), By 
April 27 End 28 they were present in mumbers in Halifax and Rants 
Counties (Nills, Allen), and thereafter generally distributed end 
plentiful. Larze flocks (100-200) of the BR0\4N-HEADED COWBIRD have 
been around winter through sprinc, throughout the province, a.nd were 
peiring (they could not be accused of nesting) by May 10, according to 
the Jeffries of Eoulderwood, Halifax County, who observed dj.splay 
behaviour on thet dEte, and Holdway in Pictou who described them as 
paired by r:Jay ?0, 

The SCARLET TANAGER wan4ered to Nova Scotia, •• one, April 
22, picked up dead at Clark's Harbc\r, Shelburne County (BcCorniRck per 
Lewis); one, Hay 11 at Sable Isle.nd (E, Andruschuk) and two, May 20, !'t 
Brier Island (Lents), A S1J1.1MER TANAGER i.n partial breeding plume,ge was 
seen !fay 18 at Cole He.rbor, Halifax County (R. Eaton) end another on 
Seal Island Hay 31 and June 1 (N.S,B.S, party). A CARDINAL, observed 
April 30 at Lockeport, Shelburne County by F. To,msend, is vouched for 
by H.F. Lewis, in his column in the Shelburne Coasteyard. 

A ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK on April ?4 ,ras seen in Shelburne 
County (reported by Lewis in the Coastguard), and one, April 25 at 
Sable Island (1-1cLaren). April 27, 28 and 29 brought 2 or 3 more to 

-each of these localities; Hay 3, one to Pictou County (E. Crathorne~ 
the Brennans) and thereafter reports became genere.l, mostly of single 
birds seen, the only "concentration" being 6, Nay 31 at Seal Island 
(N.S,B,S. party), On J.1ay 17, one was picked up dead at New Waterford, 
Cape Breton County end brought to F. Robertson for identifice.tion. 
A BLUE GROSBEAK appeared at the Eaton's feeding station at Cole Harbor 



Halifax County on May 3. It was a female, and stayed around about two 
weeks, giving other members of the Bird Society ample opportunity to 
observe it, Rare birds are seldom so obliging, Rosemary F.aton 
succeeded in getting a number of excellent color elides of the bird, one 
of which is reproduced further along in the Newsletter, with the 
amusing description of her visitors during this time, Subsequently, 
the Grosbeak or improbably another female, appeared at the Topples' 
at Lake Loon, a few miles away, on Mey- 15, at 8.10 a,m, and stayed 
there for the day. It has not been seen since. 

At least 8 INDIGO BDNTINGS have been reported, but cannot be 
said to have reached Nova Scotia safely, The first one did, observed 
by J.B. Hard:!eat his feeder, south Halifax (city) on A:pril 15, 
.Another was found dead, April 21 at Cape Sable (Smiths); another, also 
picked up dead, from the deck of the Lurcher Lightship April 25, and 
no less than 5, alive, seen at Brier Island May 19 (Lents). One 
of these, or a new one, was on Brier Island for the N.S.B,S. Field 
Trip, May 24-25, .Another "regular stray", the DICKCISSEI., was 
observed on Sable Island ••• one, April 27 (c. Bell) and one, Mey 19 
(E • .Androschuk). . 

EVENING GROSBEAKS began to lose interest in town life the 
last week in l-',arch at Pictou (Iloldwa;y), at Hazel Hill (Armsworthy) 
and in Cape Breton (Willms), the second week in April at Truro(Baker) 
and Round Hill, Annapolis County (Whitehead); not till the middle of 
l,",ay in Shelbume County (E. Richardson) or Halifax County (E. Mills, 
Jeffries). Although strong evidence points to some Evening Grosbeaks 
nestine in Nova Scotia, this has not yet been proved. We want a, 
picture! 

The PURPLE FINCH was Reen all winter, but very few at a time, 
and returned in numbers throughout April, generally distributed. It 
appears to be equally common in town and country, and in good voice. 
The PINE GROSBEAK and the CONNON REDPOLL, exceptionally abundant .all 
winter, disappeared from field trip lists in Halifax-Rants April 19, 
according to C.R.K. Allen, On Sable Island, Redpolls were last seen 
(a large group, 25 plus) April 24 (C. Bell) and a flock of 46, May 4, 
Ingonish, Victoria County (Neily). Evening.Grosbeaks, fy,rple Finches 
and PWE SISKINS were still about on Sable in small numbers in late May 
according to McLaren. Siskins became scarce in the~- park April 9 
(:Baker). The A?'i:ERICAN GOLDFINCH put on summer plumage April 13 to 
May 5 by all reports, and continues to brighten the landscape in good 
numbers. 

We are "pleased to report an increasing number of RED 
CROSSBILLS, These have been seen in nooks as follows• 24 plus, 
April 7, Ingonish Beach (Neily); 6, April 13, Point Pleasant Park, 
Halifax (n.s.B.s. members); 15, April 18, Hazel Hill, Guysborough County, 
{E. Armsworthy); 120, April 25, Grande .Anse Valley, Inverness County 
(Neily); "flock", May 17, Victoria Park, Truro {R. Baker); 12, May 
18, Reisser.1s Beach, Lunenburg County (E. ll'dlls and others)J 20 plus, 
Shubenacadie (F. Cook, R. Ma.cPhee); 81 May 24, Billtown, near Wolfville 
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(J. Boulva); and 2 only seen May 24-25 on the Brier Ieland trip (N.S,B,S.) 
The WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL has been "regular throughout the season" at 
Ingonish Beach, according to Neily, who reports one flock of 22 plus, 
April 6 in that area. There is still a small flock on mainland Nova 
Scotia,glimpsed occasionallJ, the last report for early June in 
Colchester County (E. Mills), 

Spring records of the RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE start with 2, April 
27, at Cape Sable (Smiths). On May 1, and for several days thereafter 
one of these striking birds was obRerved at Eest Baccaro (M. !,1adden, 
per Lewis), The Topples had a bright male Towhee YJDy 12 1 at Le.ke 
Loon, Halifax County; one wa.s seen on Sable Island May 15 (E. Androschuk); 
3 at Brier Island, May 16 (Lents); one there for the May 18 and 25 . 
field trips, and 2, Nay 31, for the Seal Island trip (N.S,B,S. rarties). 

Wandering IPSWICH SPARROWS are first noted at Cape Sable,,,. 
one on March 13 (Smiths). Three others turned up there April 21, as 
described in ,. Jetter to follow later in the Newsletter. :E'ive were seen 
March 29, feeding in the seaweed along the shore at Eastern PB8saee, , 
Halifax County (Boulva); one, March 30, at Conrad's Ber.ch (E, Mills); 
and one, April 1, at Hazel Hill, Gu:vsborough County (Armsworthy). To 
see an Ipswich one nrust comb the beaches, as did C.R.K. Allen and 
party (M. Hilton, D. Kirk) April 6 to 8, at Chebogue Point and c,,pe 
Forchu, Yarmouth County, e.t each of which pleces this sp8rrow w2P. noted; 
as were 2, April 20, at Broad Cove, by S, Fullerton ,r~ B. Hinds, A 
first Ipswich for Cepe Breton was observed at Main-a-dieu, Cape 
Breton County April 26 by Neily, who succeeded in get tin{' a pbotogrPph, 
for confirmation of the record. On May 4, 3 were flushed from the weed 
elonf the west side of Cow Bay, Halifax County, by J. Boulva. F'rom 
SE>ble Island, Mrs. Chrj stel Bell wrote th,;t on April 20, about 25 to 
30 newly arrived Ipswiches joined the resident flock of similar si 2,e, 
in her vicinity. SAVAlHiAH SPARROWS pa;;sed the Lurcher Liehtship, ofi' 
Yarmouth, April 3 to 20, mostly sinele birds (Romain), and bef.an app<earing 
along the Fundy f'hore April B-12 (C,R,J(, Allen and party). F'irnt 
indication of an extensive inve.sion we.s a series of reports Arril 17 to 
26, at half e doz.en widely-seperPted points throughout the province, 
2 to 10 birds seen each time. By l•,ay 24, Savannahs were abundant, 1n 
appropriate habitat. 

It was feared that a June 1 deadline for sprint mieration 
reports would cut out the SHARP-TAILED SPARROW, but 2 were heard 
"dngine" Mey 31, at Seal IRlend (N.S.B.S. party). '.l'he SLA'fE-COLORED 
JUNCO arrived at Brier Island, 100 plus },arch 23 (Lents); Cape SRble 
21 Ne.rch 24, 7 by that same evening (Smiths); 6, Narch 25, at \i11ite 
Point Queens County (11. Doc1.;ett) and at Sable Island .March 27 •• 
Lewis in Shelburne County noted a distinct increase about AprH 1, and 
Holdway at Pidou observed that the main mierants arrived there April 20, 
The TREE SPARROW had us worried this year by its non-departure on time. 
On April 7 at Chebogue Point, Yarmouth County, C.R.K, Allen saw s flock 
of 11 of these, sparrows, severel of which were sinfing, •• the first time 
he had heRrd thie sone. They were on the move April 26, 2 fde;htPd 
passing the Lurcher, but still at a feeder in Wilmot, Annapoliro County 
April 28 (Hawkins). Final departure de.te from the Jeffries' feed:inc 
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station, near Halifax, May 7, and from Sable Island May 11 (McLaren). 

W. E, Whitehead saw 5 CHIPPING SPARROWS April 29 at Round Hill, 
Annapolis County ... Dr. Whitehead comments that Chipping Sparrows a.re 
frequently seen there in early spring, and then disappear. The next 
earliest dates recorded are one, May 3 at Hazel Hill, Guysborough 
County (Armsworthys); one, singing near the North West Arm, Halifax 
May 8 (E. Mills); 2 1 !<lay 12 at Pictou (Holdway); one, May 15, 
Wolfville ( C. Chipman) and "first", Viay 17, at Victoria Park, TrulO 
(R. Baker). By May 24 reports are general. 

A note from McLaren at Sable Island concerns the WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROW1 "An overwintering bird disappeared after March 7. Then 
they a.ppeered in small numbers after first observation of one on April 
22, On May 25-28, an individual with white in front of the eye, in 
the manner of the wes.tern race gambelii, was observed several times 
by the Bells, and independantly by E. Androschuk. 11 A White-crown 
was Reen at Cane Sable lla? 6 (Smiths); enother ~-n Yc•rrnouth C0untz, 
l"n;v 7 (Pothier); one, ¥~ 8 to 12 and 2, ¥.ay 11 to 12 at White Point, 
Qnec,ns County (N, Doggett); ¥,ay 12 arrived at Brier Island (w. Lent); 
2 1 Mc~ 16 at Cape Forchu, Yarmouth County (M, Hilton and party); one, 
May 18 at Cole Harbor, Halifax County (Eatons); one male, May 18, 
.lbzel HHl (Arrr,sworthys). Mrs. Armsworthy wrote, "It was quite a 
eight, the \1hi te-cro1med Sparrow, BJ.acklmrnian Warbler and Baltimore 
Oriole, all here at once." On i,,ey 20, e White-crown joined another 
of the c,ame r.pecies which had been present all winter, at Glencoe, 
Pictou County (hacllonald per Erennnns). (H. Digout St, Peters, Cape 
Breton County also mentions an overwintc,ring bird,) Two adult White
crownP. were seen on the May 24 trip to Brier Island (N,S.B.S. party) 
and two 1-1ere at Ing-onich Beach, Victoria Count;y May 23 (Neily). 

Owing to its habits end its habitat (a woodland bird on the 
edec of i tr, winterinc rFnge) the llHITE--THROATED SPARRO\'i is difficult 
to clc.ssify in l,prine:- This is notably a case where we are fortunate 
in h<'ving our Cape Sable reports, and consequently are grateful to 
Sidney and J'etty June Srni th. llrier Island can I t he,lp us in this case, 
because it is wooded, and Sable lRhnd 2ppears to be a lew unto itself; 
but the 11/hi tP-thro8.t arriving April 18 at treeless Cape S2ble was 
undoubtedly a micsTant, and was followed by "freqvent and plentiful 
arrivals from then on to JViay 10" (B.J, Smith). This arrival time is 
borne out by the tv,enty or more reports, too numerous to list, of an 
increase in Vlhite-throats from mid-April on, along the South Shore, but 
not common until May 3 at Bras d 10r, Cape Breton County, and ;,;ay 16 
at Pictou. Hot as e-lorious a si.ne-P.r as the Purple Finch or the Henni t 
Thrush, nevertheless the call of the Vihi te-throat in the sprinc woods 
is one of the loveliest and most welcome of the bird songs, a sure 
sie.n that summer is on the way. 

The FOX SPARR0\1 miuation was not largB i.n Nova Scotia this 
spring, but is well defined. It extended from l·.arch 25 to April 21 1 

according to oUJ" comprehenRive reports for the mainland. Eight 
reports, of 2 up to 12 birds each are for March 25, from Shelburne, 
Queens, Halifax, Guysborough, Pictou, Colchester and Annapolis 
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Counties. March 25 was not a week-end day, it was a Tuesday, which 
makes this rather remarkable, suggesting a sudden and widespread 
invasion, possibly storm-borne. On March 29 lllld 30 Fox Sparrows were 
noted in Kings County (C. Chipman, A. Chisholm) and March 31, 50 
at Brier Island (Lents). April 15 and 17 are last dates for seeing 
Fox Sparrows in Halifax County (F,atons, Jeffries); April 20 at 
Hazel Hill, Guysborough County (.Axmsworthy) and April 21, two were 
sighted froll' the Lurcher Lightship. At Sable Island a few were seen 
daily March 28 to April 26 (C. Bell). In Cape Breton, they remained 
until May 6, according to Neily. 

Three repnts of the LlliCOL!PS SPARROW are: one, May 18, 
Brier Island (W. and L, Neily); one, May 25, Warren Lake, Victoria 
County (Neily) and one, watched singing its distinctive song, May 31 
near Upper Stewiacke, Colchester County (C,R,K, Allen). The firet 
SWAMP SPARROW reports come from Cape BretonJ one each on Maf 4 and 5 
at Clyburn Valley and Ingonish Beach, Victoria County (Neily). It 
did not reveal its presence on mainland Nova Scotia until Ma118, 
when one was seen and heard at El.msdale, Ha.nts County (Allen). May 19 
Ben JA,ane saw 4 at Barrington, Shelburne County; Neily calls May 19 
"peak" date for the Glace Bay area (where was everybody in between?) 
and May 20 Holdway reports two msles singing on separate territories. 

Our thanks go to the Lents at Brier Island as well as to the 
Smiths at Cape Sable for a migra.tion date on the SONG SPARROW. On 
March 23, 150 appeared at Brier Island and the same cold day, 5 
came to Cape Sable "two singing bravely, though their bills must have 
been chattering", according to Betty June Smith. Eight more arrived 
at Cape Sable March 24 a.m., and 19 were there by evening. During 
the following week, reports of increased numbers of Song Sparrows have 
come in from all over, and "abundance" is noted by more than one 
reporter, 

One backward look at winter I SNOW BUNTINGS were last seen 
Feb:rua:r;v43, at South Brookfield, Queens County by Ross Dobson; 
February 16, at Cole Harbor, Hal.ifu County by Barbara Hinds, and as 
iate as April 22 in Cape Breton County, by Mary WilllD.8. 

This account is long and detailed, but is the best.documented 
Spring Migration Report we have assembled to date. On behalf of the 
Nova Scctia Bird Society members as a whole, sincere appreciation to 
all who have contributed to it. 

REPORTS FOR THE NEXT NEwSLJJ.lrTER ARE DUE SlfT. 30, 1969 
----=--------
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FIELD TRIPS 

The early morning field trips in the Halifax area 
got away to a cool and quiet start at 6.oo A. M. on May 14 
when some twenty sleepy birders· assembled at Point Pleasant 
Park. Sky was overcast and made good its threat Of rain 
shortly berore the trip ended at eight o'clock.. Birds were 
scarce or silent but a few beginners saw or heard their first 
Fru.by-crowned Kinglets and added a warbler or two to their life 
lists. 

Weather was even grimmer on May 21 when a handful Of 
die-hards foregathered at Chebucto Head. A steady chill rain 
on an easterly wind penetrated clothing and blurred binocular 
lenses. In spite or this a rew interesting sightings were 
scored: two loons, ona a derinite Red-throat, flew by; twelve 
Gannets all heading the wrong way to the south-west, and a 
probable petrel, glimpsed ror a moment as it hawked low over 
tile pewter-coloured water. 

Tile day of the Susie Lake trip was made to order and 
tile twelve people who attended were kept busy. There were six
teen species of warblers including Wilson's, Black-throated Blue 
and Blackbumian, which were new ones to several of the party; 
most Of' the other eXpectable woodland birds were also seen or 
heard in rair numbers. 

The all day Hants County trip which ended the aeries, 
made history by being, we think, the first on which it did not 
rain from start to finish. Heavy foliage made warbler-epotting 
a bit tricky, but sixteen species were seen, together with 
fifty-five other kinds of meadow, marsh and woodland bird. Tile 
temperature was unseasonably high and the relative humidity 100%, 
but the black flies were nearly over and the mosquitoes barely in 
evidence. 

Lunch in the shade of Smiley' a Park proved an ex
cellent idea. A few outlanders from Colchester County peeled 
off at this point, but the rest of us continued to plod along 
the hot dusty roads till well on into the afternoon, complet
ing our list or seventy-one species with an Olive-sided ~ly
catcller. He was calling insistently rrom the top Of a tall 
rampike, Quick, Three Beere, and we couldn't have agreed with 
him more. It was time to head ror home. 
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DOUBLE-CRESTED COHMORANTS BACK 

The Double-Created cormorants are back on the 
pilings or the old coal pier in Abercrombi·e.. They can be. 
easily observed rrom the car on the new road rrom Pictou to 
Mew Glasgow, built ror access. to the. Scott Paper plant at 
Abercromb.1e. On April 25th many birds were flying and swim
ming in the vicinity, add, one neat waa·built. On May 19th 
there were 33 occupied neats: w1 th a brooding bird on each and 
its mat• preening so close aa to be almost touching the broodi. 
ing bird. 'l'l!lere were 81 individual co:nnoranta in view. 

The above picture (a Doug MacNeil Photo) is reproduced here 
courtesy of the New Glasgow Evening New&?, where it appeared 
Friday, April 25, 1969.. It was brought to our attention by 
Fred and Margaret Kenney of Springville, Pictou County. 

GOLDEN EAGLES' 

I have noted the sighting of two Golden Ea.glee at 
Caribou Harbour, N. s. I saw them rrom the rerry as· we were 
approaching the end or a sandy po~,, while the birds were 
soaring about 30 reet o~er the water. The height of eye from 
the bridge Of the ferry is 45 feet so I was able to see them 
from above as they wheeled in flight. 
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By a stroke of good luck one or the birds tumed 
towards· the ship and landed w1 th bowed outstretched legs om 
the bleached branch of a driftwood tree lying on the beach, 
about two feet high. The legs appeared very thick and black, 
:reathered down ·to the reet. Both birds b.ad an irregular 
whitieh patch at the base Of the tail, more distinctly marlte,d 
on the bird that perched on the driftwood. The perched bird 
took to the air when the ferry was about 300 feet away •. It 
circled slowly to glide along a line Of spruce and poplar 
trees that separated cord grass :rrom a salt water lake. W1 th 
ecarcely a flap of the wings it slowly dropped down into the 
grass and waw not seen again al though the plaoe was watched 
:ror another ten minu~es. 

Eric Holdway 

NESTING SHAFf SHINS' 

La&t aummer a pair o:r Sharp-shinned Hawks nested at 
our summer cottage near Guysboro, N. s. We first saw them 
June lat and they stayed around till August 15th. I usually 
had a 30X telescope trained on their :rav.ouri te perch in the 
top limbs ·o:r a dead' spruce, 65 yards :rrom the cottage. we 
never actually :round the neat but know about where it was, 1n 
a thick clump o:r spruces by a roadside and open :rield. Sharp
shina' are well known and covered by the literature, particul
arly Bent, but 1n our seirenty-:rive ~ya' experience w1 th them, 
we may have picked up some interesting behav&ur. 

The first airbome young ( tw) appeared June 15th •. 
Be:rore that the hawks de:rended the neaing area savagely •. 
They tolerated robins, Song Sparrows, purple Finches, all ducks, 
tems, Herring Gulls· and Blue Herons. On the other hand, they 
fiercely chased o:r:r Blue Jayll', crows, ravens, Black-1:lacked Gulls, 
Ospreys: gnd a Bald Eagle. One grabbed an Osprey by the upper 
!?lllllp and hung on ror perhaps ten seconds. The Osprey departed 
quickly. In the vicinity or the nest, and when attacking an 
intruder, there was no :rlap, flap, soar, Aceipiter ,rlight pat
tert1.. Their wings were compressed to about the sin and shape 
of a starling' a and beat even :raster. They overtook all intru
der• w1 th ridiculous ease. 

Arter the young appeared they were a little more 
tolerant, but only a little. All four moved headquarters to 
their favourite perch. They gave the young flying lessons 
there. An o-rt repeated tactic was-· :ror one o:r the parents to 
skim at high speed about a foot over the grass, and shoot up 
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I could also list a Yellow warbler, L22901, June ll, 
1933 band. Tb.e adult fas.le caught May 30, 1935 and. the ma.le 
caught a week earlier at the sa1ne neat and also carrying a. 
1933 band. Tb.e female laid 4 eggs, first covering with plant 
down a strange egg in the nest. ( I saw a Cowbird a day later) •. 
I notified Robie Tufts, who told me to watch the neat, because 
it was the first record for Nova Scotia. we had a high wind 
which tipped the nest, spilling all but the Cowbird egg, vbich 
I then shipped, nest and all, to Robie for hie collection. 

J. Israel Pothier 

NOTEi:n:rom COLE HARBOUR 

l. Tolling by Mink 

We had h.rd' w1 th inter&st Jack Bray-le;' a radio. 
acru::nmtl!I': Of tolling wildtowl by the use of ~rainitd dogs; a. 
111.stem dev.ised originally by India.rut who had obflrved a. fox' 111 

an.lf.ic11' calculated to lure inquisitiv.e ducks and geese to 
wdthin pouncing distance. So n we.re most intrigued to aee 
an em:u.ple or tolling in our cove. Tb.e ice was: Juat going 
out and Black Duck were sriaing in the cove for the firarh 
time this ap ring ( 23rd April, 1969 ) • 

We saw a Blll&ll,, dlui'!: animal dart out :rrom the shoN 
and plunge' into the water where- a atream ran into the cove .. 
In· ucond&' the mink had oaUE§ht a amel t and" ca.rFied its wrigg
ling, S'ilve:ey prey to an ice cave under a rook. It shot out 
again and a.gain, diving and bounding back to the Shore. The 
activ.itieS" of the mink attracted some Black: Duck and they 
awm up to see what. was: going on. Gra®ally they came 
closer and. clonr till they were w1thin t-, :reet of the 
diving mink which, luckily for them, took no notice. tpim
a.117 there wall' an enthralled group of eight Black Duck 
,roll.owing the mink' a-angling with the ded'!.cation of side•llt
llBIP.r.1n:t.endent.112 -1:.cb.1ng a man drl'l.1 a. ho1.e 1.n a ...treet.. 
Wtum the mink had; enough f111!1h :ror a meal. 1t. wi.t.b.dreW· under 

tb@ rock to eat tna. 

fhe mew·· being over - the Black Duck dri.fttd BIW&li• 
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2. aummer !llliU&e:IL'! 

Drly on MaJ 18, 1111 husband •w·· a i.marlet bird;: 
we 'lf&..tcbed it ror 111eme, minute~ a.nd1 it -n.11· obviously a tanager •. 
The heacf, UJ?. per brea.lirtl, back and' rump wea:-s: a gorgeou111t Narll!lt 
(~t o:Nmge). The lower bream-t,, and unde:rpa.rt!I' ffl'N 1.-i1ow, 
the wings, were J!l)llowiab. green ( dOfini tely not black J. The 
eye was dan:, w1 th ~ring.. Tb.e tail aquarlsh w1 th lllligb.teart. 
curving indentation. The bill (1ellow) pemed larger thim 
that or a Sca:rl&t Tanager (which I knew :rrom Onta.rio ). n 
perched low in a.n aspen poplar and then flew to a maple some 
distance a.way and RB' alm.o&rt. indistinguishable :rrom tb.e red 
blossoms~ We concluded it must be a young male SWmller Tanager 
a.equiring its. firat breeding plumage,. un:rortuna.tely it did 
not 111ta,.;·a:rouncf. ( 6:tnce two of our rarer visitor&· have :roundi 
th&ir way to Loon Lalte, I urned :B&tty Topple to look out :ror 
a ~: .) ' 

3 •. Blue Grosbeu 

The day my husband lert for sea, an undia.t.ingui·med 
brown bird appeared on the door.st.ep - another female Housec 
Sparrow I thought. But later, watching it through glasaellf, I 
realiz.ed it W&IE something unuaual. Ev'en Poo.er1110n,1 s drawingllf' 
were unhelpful but I realized it muat be a ve2'!1 large Indigo 
BUJ:mting, or a very &all Blue Grosbeak... I put out seine g_r&i.mi 
to tr, to keep it around till an Expert could come and identiff 
it •. 

Since the reeder 11!' i111111ediateJ.y in fromt of the house, 
I asked people to approach with caution, andi not by the front 
drive. Word' got around and ~~ men dipped through the 
bush from the ra.1l•y and into the house by the &1de door. No 
doubt my reputation 1 s in :ruin1r., 

'!'he bird we, identified &IF a Blue G:roabealt by Charlie 
All.en and otherlfi. UnfortunateJ.y some of my birdl,.wtching 
visitor&:were. disappjtint.eEf,. al!' the gro'llbeu (or one V&Jl'11 like 
it) detected to the Topplell-' at Loon Lakil. The Blue ~sbeak 
we. s· here f' 1"0111 29th April till 4th May. 

~he meet obvious fi.eld mart!: of the bird here RIii' 
the t&'im1" appearance of the br•~ particularly under the 
bealt. FJ:'0111 a diatanc:e, it had a yellewieh tinge. The top 
of the head' waa. cinnamon color, and th@ back a wam eliYe 
brown w1 th a very faint. suggest.ion of da:ricer stNUll-l. The 
b.ead'.had" a peculiar quality, it looked mor~furnd than 
feathered. 
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In behaviour 1t was like moat. Grosbeak<IJ, et,ayhag 
in one place and :reeding. It did not mowe or hop 111Uoh. A"t 
firet. v.er, ahy, it gained con:r1dence and aemetimaa drove off 
ar House or Wh.1 te-tb.TOated Sparrow- wicb. came too close. Once 
a flll-qXrrel ds.rted right at the bird - it Ju&t flew up a.11 the 
squiirrel shot beneath it, and- then reaumed reeding exactly 
were it wa&2 berore;; While here it seemed' to keep regular 
hours and we.a- around for the firat. four hours: after dawn andi 
the lalll't. four houre .. berore duu. 

Female Bl:ue Grosbeak in 
company with "Wb.ite-throat11". 
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THE BREEDING BIRD SURVEY 

"The Breed1mg Bird: survey is dftign:@d to m~sure 
changes in abundance Of North American breeding 
birds by 1:mrveying populations on a large number 
of randomly located roadside tnmsects. In the 
past two decades we have 'ldtnessed a drastic 
change in land use, agrloul tura:l. practices and 
environmental pallution. With expanding human 
populations we oa.n a.ntioipate even grea.ter in
tensity of land use and alteration of wildlife 
ex:nd:ronments." 

The above h a quotation rrom the Breeding Bird sur
vey, 1966, Speoie.1 Scientific. Report - Wildlife No. 102 or tb.e 
United states Department or the Interior, by Chandlers. Robbins 
and Willet T. Van Velzen. Owing to the initiative and energy Of 
Dr • .Anthony J. Erskine or the Canadian Wildlife Service, our 
Mar:!.t1me provinces participated in the 1966 and aubsequent three 
aurveys, and Dr. Erskine ha.a contributed materially to the im
provement Of statistical method& -['or ,;ra.J.1d aomparison of year 
to year chMgas in bird populations. To quote Dr. Erskine I s 
1968 Report:, 

"Factors- limiting distribution and abundance of birds 
have not bean previously a.ssa1:1sadf except locally• on other 
than an empirical ( "rule of thumb 1 ) basis. The random sampl
ing pla.n used to assess changes in bird", numbers will permit 
systematic collection of distributional data over wide areas-. 
Data on some possible limiting factors such as bedrock, ~!:tr,. 
rorefit cover, and human use are being collected through the 
Canada Land Inventory, and can be obtained from the da. ta bank 
when necessary. 

p :rocedurec· 
The technique used in the Mari t~ P :rovinces- Breed

ing Bird Survey was devised and experimented with in Maryland 
and Delaware in 1965. Since then it has been extended across 
the settled parts Of the United States and Canada (Robbins & 
Van Velzen 1967, 1968), reaching the Pacific coast in 19,a •. 
The procedure used in the Maritime& differs from that in 
general. use only in md.nor details." 

boerpt from the OOOPERATIVE BREEDING BIRD 
SURVEY 9F NORTH AMERIQA. 1968 

"$ampling TechniQ<laa: Each one-degree block of 
latitude and lone;itude (about 55 miles wide, east to west, 
by 70 miles long) will be BaJllpled by one or more random 
transect.ts or "routes". starting points and compass diNc
tiona- have been determined at random.. Ea.oh route is covered 
owu, ea.oh SWlllller by the following standardized procedure: 
Begin exactly one-halt hour berore sunrise;, make 50 irt.opa 
one-he.lf mile apart and count all birds' hear<t at Hoh stop 
or seen within oz:re..fourth mile during ar3-minute lffl.Uohing 
and listening period. One observer should do all the ob-
8"8rv:1Dg on a given route, but he may have an urlst.'mlt to 
l:u~lp with recording or driving. Unless driving conditions 
are very poor, most routeg- can be completed in 4 to 4½ houra. "' 
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"&l rout.., 111rYe7ecI 1n the: Mari tine wen laid 
out at the C&nadian WilcE.i:re service o:r:rice 1n sacln'ille, 
and co-operstorS: nre requested. not to alter the route• un
leaa, a section was oonaldered to be impassable. In 1968, 
obaerverlJ' were requeated to reoom· detailac or weather, wind, 
and temperature at the end or ner, 10 atoplF as well aa at 
the start and end or a surn, (giving six determination• 
instead or two). Thia should pe:rmit more accurate a ... as
ment Of the comparability or weather condi'U1ona. Obae?"lers 
nre also asked to compare-, in a brier atatement, the weather 
and traffic conditiona, and locations of st.opa, in 1968 with 
those or 1967. To improve com:parab111t;r :rurther, obael"V'er& 
were provided with detail a,, of the date and conditions pre
vailing on the 1967 aurHy, and the correct st.art.ing time and 
moat comparable date (appronmate) ror the 1968 surn,y. 

Raaultf 
(a) crovera5e - croverage waa- virtually complata, 

as only one assigned route was- not covered. At leaat ou 
route~ was covered in each degree block in the Mari timea.. 
Two routes each were covered in nine or ten blockll' in Nova 
sootia, in ten of eleven block a in New Brunswick, and in each 
half of Prince Edward! Island. Third routes were covered 1n 
blocks NS l and NB 8 as- in 1967~ Appronmate locations of 
routes are ahown in trigure l •. 

(b) Birda noted - I/ total or 146 apee:ies w.a liated 
on the 46 routes auneyed. The nUJ11berlf of apeo1ea and or in
dividuals on each route are listed in T Ible l, w1 th those ror 
1966 and 1967 repeated ror comparison. II.Four apeciea, Tree 
s•llow, Robin, White-throated Sparrow, and Song sparrow, 
ware round on all routes, and three otherlf, Barn B'lrallow,, 
Yellowthroat, and Junco, were noted on all rout• exc9Pt one. 
A'terag,e numbers per route or the 20 moa.t numerous apaciea and 
the percentage of st.ops at which each wa& recorded are liated 
in Table 2, in comparison with a1milar data ror thaae apeoiea 
in the 1967 aurvey •. 

( o) Comparisonir. Of numbera - Method.- ror comparing 
numbers of birds reported in d.irrerant 7earar are being 
studied. In 1967, we treated the total number of birda of 
a apeoiea seen in each year as:: a 11&111ple or those actually 
present, and applied the chi-squared test. to the b;rpotheaa 
that the two samples were-. representative of the same popula
tion. On this bash three apeoiea showed aigniricant ohangea
rrom 1966 to 1967~ Since the total number of birds seen on 
the 18 "comparable" routes was 10.9 per cent greater in 1967' 
than in 1966, the hypotheaia that each species might have 
been expected to show an increase or this aiZ'.a was alao 
teated; three apecies, including one showing a significant 
:l.ncraa.lJ8 under the first hypothesis, show.ad significant 
changes under the second hypothea1s. Since the aggregate 
change in nWllbera: of birds seen on the 32 comparable routea, 
in 1967 and 1968 waa much laaa than one per cant, only the 
rirat hypothell!ls needed to be teated this year. Only one 
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sp~.oiea, Blue Ja7, showed a 81.gnif'icant change from 1967 to 
1968 (a hig\ll.7. aignif'icant increaae), and no other speciea· 
even approached thia acale of change. Various alternative 
groupings .of route•, obtained by vir.rying the scoring ayatem, 
were al.so teated, but the reaul t vaw unchanged. One or more 
Of' three posaibilitiea may be true: - That only the Blue Jay 
e:zperienc.ed. a aignif'icant (95 per cent probability) chang• 
in numbera in the Mari times between 1967 and 1968;- that 
other species experienced significant changes but that the 
method or gathering data ia not sufficiently aenaitive to 
detect such changes; or that the method of atatiatical 
analysis ia not &Uf'f'iciently sensitive to detect changes 
in the dattE' collected. 

The evidence available suggests that the alight 
41:rfltrenoea in weather and date of survey between 1967 and 
1968 are unlikely to have diaguind real changes in total 
numbers of birds present along the routes. Despite the 
miserably cold weather which so greatly retarded phenoloQ 
in April and May 1967, the reat of that breeding season was 
neither particularly favourable nor unrav.oura.ble, ao local 
conditions are unlikely to have caused great change&r from 
1967 to 1968. The unfavourable weather in the spring of 1967, 
on the other hand, could have reduced numbers of aome bircf 
species :relative to 1966, but the greater f&miliari ty w1 th 
the survey procedures in 1967 may have ma.aked such etf'ects. 
Actually, making allowance for improved technique by assuming 
a 10.9 per cent increan from 1966 to 1967, significant 
decreases· were noted for Ravens and Bong Sparrows, both 
early nesting species which would have, been e:zposed to the 
cold, wet weather while: nesting, prior to the 1967 aurveya.. 
Furthermore, moat warblertr, small insectivorous birds whotre 
f'OOd was,probably scarce during the cold spell, also showed 
decreases f:rom 1966 to 1967, al though for theae species the 
chi-squared test did not demonstrate trignificance. 

Since the chi-sguared, test was applied only to the 
total numbers Of a species seen on comparable routea in the 
tn yeartr, it was0 poaaible for (say) two or three routes 
with large increases· to balance out a general but smaller 
decrease on the other routn. A teat which gi¥ea less! em
phasis to such extreme values would' be more satisfactory, 
although mos:t other tests involve much more complicated cal
culations. We hav.e 110rked out the 1966-1967( and 1967-1968 
comparisons using a method described f'Or "The Common Birdtr 
Sdrvey" in Grea.t Britain (IJ.'alflor, 1965). W~hlti .. aift)i't:rarily 
calculated all percentage cnangea· by dividlng the smaller num
ber by the larger; this ensures that no changes can be greater 
than 100 per· cent. In moat cases the re·aul tlf of the two test a 
were reasonably parallel,, but the change in Blue Jay numbers 
from 1967 to 1968 was highly significant by the chi-squared 
teat, and not significant by the other method~ It seemed 
·worth examining this case in detail. '!'Yice as many Blue Jayff: 
were reported in 1968 &IF in 19ff7, and increana were noted on 
22 routn compared to only aiz with decreans. seven route• 
which lacked this species' in 1967 reported f'l'Om 1 to 9 illlf1-
'9'iduala, 1n 1968. Despite this general imp-nsaion or incre,sedl 
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nuabera, t.hre• rout.ea (wtth 1noN&ffa from l to 20,. 7 to 
21, and.10 to 44) accounted for oar half Of the total 
1noreaae. ,.._. Of thoae three routeazesoounted. for Tor 
the 10 at.ope at whioh more tba!l three, Blue Jqa wre re
ported, including one r-loolt of 16 biJ;'dif;, on. at.op w1 th a1x 
birn, one with five bird&, an4' four atop a: with four bir«a· 
•oh.. With theae PT.en atopa, omitted, the proport.ion Of 
atopa wi·th Blue .. Jaye having overt• individilala ach •• 
nearl.y the 11&111e 1n both yara,.. Both Of theae rout.a weIT 
aurweyed on 2 June, ae these largtr &J'Ollp11 pro'bably involved. 
migrant••. The "tiigbl7 a1pifioant" change ind1oated b7 the 
ah1-aquared teat wair appararrtJ.y apudcme, 11111oh aph&aizee 
the dea1ffib1l1ty o:r uaing more than one tteat. Ve aball con
tinue: to look :ror more aat.iaraoto17 (but not neoeaaar.ll;rr more 
aenaith:e.) test.a of the a1gn1:r1cance of year-to-y•r cb.uge:a 
in numbera of bird'a obn1"V'ed on the Breeding Bird SfU''V'eJ'S .. 

A61tnowle4fspeng 

· The: followi-ng oba81We%'8" eaoh aul"'l1eyett on• or more 
rout.ea, 1n 1968:: c •. R. x:.; .ill en, :e... Fa, Al1IIJINI. N •. R. Brown, 
P. C&ndido; Ml-Bi, v. C&rdbsa, H •. Ch1aaaon,, D. s. Chria-tia,, 
Miaa. :a:. Crathome, A,. &. Daan, K. H. Deichmann,, M. H. D1gout, 
Di-. B •. K. Doane, m-•. A. J. Rakine,, J. s. ll:rakine-, s;. H. Chf,ge, 
R. .s. Gibbon, m-. c. Y. Hellein:er, Miaa, :e: •. H1ndll) J. v. John-,n, 
PT·. J. P. Lebel, J. Lunn-,, s •. Lunn,, R. G. M-tlfe1l, Dr. M. Xlt.Jka,, 
D:t-. J:~ L. Milla, Capt'. T. l!'• T. Morla.nd. 11. P. Reily, P • A .. 
Pearse,, B. P1got, Dr. J. E. RlgbJ, m:-. G. M. st.irrett, M. I. H. 
Tb.oma..,. and J. G. W1laon. soa.e. Of thep persona• also ao.ted aa 
•••1atantlt':for others. aa: did G .. Belanger~ R.. Belli.,,eau, H .. 
Branan, Miaa 0 M. Cla7den, Mias: J •. Cor41ngl.8f, Mlaa L. Daley,, 
Mra. M. Digout, Y •. D1gout, Ht-a. B. K. Doane, Mra •. ~ J. Erakimi,. 
Mt-a. ,J. s. Erakine, Mrs. c. v. Htllein.er, Mr. ~ Mra. F• Kenney, 
J. Legr1ai Mrs. J. Lunn, .Misa· H. Y. HacObubre,, c. HaoKenna, 
c~ MaJk&, Xra. M. M&Jke., 'Y. J. Milla. A. Pigot, Mias J:. Platt..-,, 
Mrs~ E. Raid, .C D. 8111th, Bra.. G. M. St1rrett, Mia1t J. J:. 
salliv.n, m-. I. v. Varty-, and R. W1l11Gn.. Ye wiah to tbanlt all 
thea.e people, without who88' aaa1a'Uanoe, ud co-operation. thilf 
proJeot woul.ct be illpoaatble. In particular, we tb.aDlt those who 
111u-ve7ed more than. one route, and those who made apeoial tripa:: 
(often overnight) 1n order to ftl"'l81 distant routes, aoaet1•e• 
75 to 100 mile.-, or nen further from their homea. 
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ftble l •. Number of bird species and nwnber or individual birds 
NOOrd route· 

ber o eo1e9, :Numb1r of individualgc 
Route number. 1966 1967 1968 1966 1967 19f8 
N Bill 42 46 43 425 566 460 

2 1 43 49 46 522 968 657' 
2 2 - 46 444 
3 1 55 58 66 735 111 839 
3 2 6T: 69 1184 1169 
4 l 64 64 69 7~2' 929 1106 
4 2it· 56 56 604 686 

43 46 691 753 
5 l 54 52 59 602 870 954 
5 2 - 64 65 - 936 1185 
6 1* 54 63 616 674 

73 56 1042 lOO(i 
6 2 - 54 - 818 
7 1 56 69 673 884 
7 2 - 71 76 - 1142 1205 
8 l 61 71 6T 852 947 1003 
8 2 70 76 73 862 994 929 
8 3 52 55 - 651 705 
9 l 55 56. 55 381 386 384 
9 2 70 69 64 809 829 736: 

10 l 61 64 62 648 7i43 7:54 
10 2 71 52 664 - 430 
11 l 78 77 81 655 601 960 
11 2 66 77 75 869 941' 1020 

PEI l 37 49 48 1538 1355 1370 
2 39 42 37 575 725 588 
3 42 39 1141 957 
4 47 42 - 783 640 

N S l l 50 51 59 476 536 595 
l 2 50 55 57 571 549 728 
l 3 54 57 563 712 
2 l 55 47 57 531 4677 554 
2 2 43 41 48 333 37:3 399 
3 l 55 58 59 517 537 517 
3 !2 - 56' 623 
4 l 60 63 62 429 496. 546. 
4 2 65 68 889 1029. 
5 l 55 5T 51 500 444 492 
5 2 54 61 66 542 570 871 
6 l 40 46. 683 854 -6 2 51 59 55 466 549 540 
7 l 52 53 52 784 772 713 
7 2 59 59 - 624 622 
8 l 53 50 52 475 524 571 
8 2 55 52 48 514 ~ 34T 
9 l 50 42 58' 793 727 1021 
' 2 - 43 ,. - 884 610 

10 l 47 51 52 298 496~ 474 
10 2 36 62 55 495 1030 640 

.*r Route was su!"Teyed in 1967" by two obse!"Ters, one of whom al so 
did tb.e 1966 SUM'ey and the other the 1968 eu!"Tey. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

Hurricane 11Gla.dys 11 wa&· a: rierce ertom here as you 
correctly indicated: in your letter. However, we d1.d not 
receive any sightings of laughing gullllf or bla-clt skimmers 
'ri.thin P. E. I. National Pant. Both of the&e species- have 
nev.er been recorded in our orni thologioal notes by the pant 
naturalist •. 

After that atorm (which incidentally carved our 
sandy shoreac into strange and grotesqu• pattems) the pant 
naturalist ma.de a complete survey of the cos.at.line of this 
national pa.rtt and to his surprise round no unexpected birds 
whatsoever. This wa.s most unusual for a &tom of such in
tensity as "Gladys". 

. '!'here were many bird species till.king reruge in our 
111:l.ehi:wf the: dtlnea" ponds and lakes, but all Of these were 
species which we ~@ct. here at this time of year •. 

Simply for your interest all the following species 
were round in one s!lnsJ.e pond, Clante' s Pond, in the Cavendish 
section of the national pant, On October 24th, 1968. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. a. 
9. 

10 •. 
11. 
12 •. 

Bal<ipat& 
American Coot 
Canada Goose 
B].a.ck Duck 
Pinta.1.1 
Hooded·Merganser 
American Merganser 
Old Squaw 
Green-winged Teal 
BUffl e Head' 
Am.erican Golden Eye 
Wood Duck 

One pair 
2 
2 

245 
43 

on-e pair 
253 males and females 

1 male 
3 pair 
3 pain 
1 male, 5 fem.a.lee 
1 female 

(Cla:rtte's Pond is·a slightly brackish body of water of about 
10 aeNst completely sheltered. by a relatively h:1:-gh border Of' 
dunes, behind. an open ocean beach). 

This single day, single pond obeerai.tion series 1a, 
included here. to giv:e you some idea of the abundance, of vatff
:rowl· using our pant waters, during fall migration. '!'he parti
mlar po.ml in queation is one of the f1neat areaa, known to the 
naturalie.<t. ror obserung wa:terrori during fall migration in. 
the entire Mari time ,n,ea. 



Olame'a: Pond is"& perrect location not onl;r :ror 
obaen1ng, but al.10 photographing wild rowl •. 

It haF always ·seemed particularly irjpo~t to .the 
pa?k natural.1st that group• IIU.Oh aa- the Nova. Beotia Bird 
Society ahould' be made ava-e o:r th1a ••11>nal :racet Of P .. E.I. 
lfat1onal Palk, with the hope that a group vlltit might be 
undertaken :ror obaervat1on and photography, ulting bird bl1ndll'. 

Clazke'a Pond 1a an ideal area,,1n which to UH 
bl1nda :ror b1rcl:photograpb.y. P•r1$prtr thia 0 luoky om1tbo
log1oal a1tuat1on will be or int.ere-at to your organ1nt.1on,. 
and even though thia nait1onal palit 1a ·not 1n Nova Sootia,. 
your Society may conaider a field-trip to this area next 
seaaon betore freeze.up. 

1fe welcome auch palit uae b;r groU,P'II wboae pr1nciplea 
:rollow those o:r the Nova Scotia Bird' Society. The palit nature.
list would be pleased to aid you in any way posatble. 

Thank you :ror your keen interest 1n our natural 
histor,. Perhapa our next hurricane will yield richer and 
rarer reaul ta,. 

Charlottetown, P.E.I., 
Dec. 6, 1968 

Ecl1tor 
NSBS Jbwsletter 

M. J. Mccarron 

1hi had several interesting e:xper1eneea with birds 
th1a::paat year aaongat the most notable o:r which was: a 
beautiful Marsh Hawk on sept. 30 llhich spent aome time 
scanning a tiny marsh only abou,f. 50 :rt. :rrom me. It seemed 
quite.unaware o:r my preaenoe. On Bopt •. 14 we had the pleas
ure o:r •tching some 100 or more Broad-winged Hawks in masll' 
migration ciroling up and up oTer our house and finally 
drifting away in the distance on the wind. we watehed 
several :ram111ea o:r B,l¥1t Ducks and Mallards grew up on our 
river and one dlQ' while out walking in the woods nearly :rell 
over a ai:r:red Grouse with 10 f.lu:r:ry little babies •. our Car-
cl!Lnala as, usual did not disappoint ua. 1fe did not find their 
neats this year but. they broagb:t tw :ramilie.- o:r babies to 
our bird" :reeder to t•ch them to :rend ror thaaelvea. 

· We also had a Baltimore Oriole nest blow out o:r an 
old oak tree, b7 our back door on June 20. It looked like a 
coconut rolling aoroea- the grass. We picked it up and it con
tained 3 babies almost :rull7 fledged. We managed to hang the 
neat back up 1n . the tree but only about 10 :rt. o:r:r the groWld. 
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Arter a coUple of srudous hourSF the parents- ventured into 
the nest and from then on we had an absolutely fascinating 
time watching those orioles raise their family. Nothing 
would keep them from their family. They chased nosy cat
birds, dive-bombed cats and scolded us every time we went 
out the door. Often one parent scolded to cause a diversion 
while the other quietly fed the babies (only trouble was the 
babies wouldn' rt keep quiet:). Two o-r the babies soon, flew· 
but the third, after two weeks, unfortunately died. 

our greetll.ngir to the other members of the Bird 
Society. 

Guilford, Oonn... 
Dec. 17, 1968 

Editor 
NSBS ·Newsletter 

Gilian Rose 

.11/1:. the conclusion of the Ball's Creek trip taken 
by members of the Cape Breton branch last, Spring, Mrir. Reid, 
secretary of the c. B. branch, offered to show:,,us the 
raven's nest which she had discoverjd in Rotary Pam. Miss 
Hilda Wright, Mrs. Reid and her daughter and mysel:r walked 
into the pam about a half mile, then down a deep gully, 
across a stream, Up the other equally steep side, and in 
through woods another half mile. Here we lost Miss Wright 
who 'preferred to keep an eye on the raven parents who were 
hovering close ove:mead'., The rest of us climbed' a tree and 
got a look at the most enormous baby birds I have ever seen. 
Their feathers were Just beginning to appear and their open 
mouths, showing a great expanse or satiny pink lining, were 
big, enough to swallow a closed fist - well over six inches 
across. In fact it was the inside lizmg of their mouths 
which caused Mrs. Reid to focus her binocular& on the nest 
the first time - she thought they were purple finches in the 
tree - and this from well over a half piile s,way. 

I hate to relate the sad sequel Of this little side 
trip. We left the area undisturbed and saw the parents re
turn to their brood. The next time Mrs. Reid was able to 
drive out to see them she found, through her binoculars that 
the nest had been tipped and the four youngsters hung to
gether - a aingle cord round the four necks. We have had e. 
guilty feeling ever since for pe:maps we had drawn attention: 
to the nest. 

Gl~ce Bay, N. s. 
March 2, 1969 Edi th lit, MacLeodi 

P. s. Mrs. Rosemary Eaton's notes are a most enJoyable addi
tion to the Newsletter, aren't they? 
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Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

A friend asked me about a big bird, noisy,. that 
he .had seen each afternoon, at Lumsden Dam, South Of Wolf
ville, as sundown approached, flying abbve ~ woodlot, over 
a cleared field to a poplar where it went in a hole in the 
tree. I said it probably was a Piletaed Woodpecker and had 
the :run Of seeing it arrive on schedule two evenings.. The 
second one, February 8th, it was cold and windy and because 
Mrs. c. was cold we had".lert the site, only to have my friend 
call out at the top or his voice when we were .three or four 
hundred yards away, "Here he comes". I could Of course hear 
"him" dlooc - the noise made no difference to the bird - he 
looked like an ai?l)lane swooping over the tree tops - and 
straight to his tree he came. When we tapped on the trunk 
he would obligingly pop his head out and view us sternly. 

On Feb. 8,.a Redpoll landed on my head while I 
was viewing a small flock feeding on weed seeds on the dyke 
near the N. S.~ Light le :Eower Co •. After it le:rt I squeaked a 
bit and another one came to me, fluttered about the peak of 
my cap, decided I was not seedy enough to suit, and retir-~. 

On May 4, when walking on the railroad from Green
w4:olr toward- Wolfville and about at the rear of the Harold 
Stultz;, residence I saw an Eaatem Blu~b1rd. It persisted 1n 
keeping its back to me so I cannot report seeing the red 
breast. but could catch the white at sides of the base Of 
breaat (just as you see it in some Robins) and its :reeding 
habit was noted and proved to be exactly what Robie Tufts 
reports in his Birds of Nova Scotia. I saw it :ror a minute 
or two, I expect, along a fence on the north side of cutting -
it would fly twenty-five to fifty feet, light on the wire 
:rence, drop to the ground, come up to peroh, :rly again -
repeated perhaps three times then it flew out Of' :i:-anse to 
another fence on the dykeland. 

On May 15, a Brown Thrasher spent two hours in 
the yard of three adjoining properties and our own. No 
trouble to hear himJ~! Puzzled me a bit at first thinking 
of a Veeey because of the reddish back but of course th&N' 
is no real similarity in the song. He returned :ror a few 
minutes FMday, saturday and Sunday, either at six in the 
morning "6r sevenish at night.. Oame one other night but we 
have not seen nor heard him for a week now. 

The Newsletter is always of interest. I enjoyed 
Mrs. ~ton's diary-like articles some issues ago. 

I suppose Dr. Tufts has received all the acknow,. 
ledgement that one mi~ht expect :ror his fine piece Of wo:rk 
"Birds of Nova Scotia but each time I turn to it I think how 
fortunate we are to have such a book where so much detail is
given concerning nesting habits and :reeding habitsc of our 
birds a!f well aa· the usual dest:riptions of colour and song 

"M:>lfville, N. s. 
May 24, 1969 
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Editor 
NSB,S Newsletter 

Aa· my first. year of bird'watching is completed I 
would like to drop a word of encouragement to other be
ginners in this eilgroBBing hobby. Birdwatching 1s a most 
insid1.ous pa&ttime - every member or the :ramily becomes 
embroiled to a greater or leBBer degree.. So :rar I have 
in:rected my husband, my mother, my teenaged son (now the 
keenest or us all) and my seven-year-old (who has diffi
culty with binoculars but manages to tag along behind, 
keeping unnaturally q*iet and occascionally seeing birds 
that the rest or us have missed). Added to theH are 
se-v:eral of my neighbours who be@ame intrigued at the sight 
or the Ooh-rw :ramil;y; blundering through their gardens· in 
-v:arious weather&'f 'hot on the trail". S"everal new bird-
watchers are added to the brotherhood! 

At first., w1 th one or more new birds every day 
the pace was fast. and exciting, but I find that as new 
aig'hting-&· become rarer the excitement is &till there 1n 
seeing the right bird in the wrong place, or at the wrong 
time, or even in seeing a particularly gorgeous apecimen -
to say nothing of developing the capacity to match the 
right s-ong w1 th the right bird. Seasoned "watchers" are 
usually most patient and helpful - although I am sure they 
cannot imagine how anyone could confuse a purple Finch with 
a Pine Grosbeak - whereas- I :round it quite easy: 

For help we turned first to Tufts'' 11B1rds Of Nova 
Scotia" which was and is invaluable in that it narrows down 
the field or posscibles to our local area. Then we obtained 
the famous Petleraon's "Field Gu1de, to the Birds" (we now 
have a copy each which we can annotate at will) and a re
cently (1966) published paperback "Birds of North America" 
which I rind excellent. The Public Library yi-elded more 
background reading, and of course the Newsletters from the 
Bird Society are interesting and info:nnative •. 

we already owned tWD pair or binoculars - a large 
and heavy 7 by 50 which is particularly use:rul 1n poor light 
&Be they bring in colour well and have a wide field of vision, 
and a general purpose 8 by 35 which is less heavy and has 
better magnification. My son bought himself a 10 by 50 
binocular for ordinary birding and a· 10 to 20 by 30 telescope 
which 1s small, portable and used by us· all for seabirds and 
super magnification or stationary bircts •. 

Records (phonograph variety) have been useful to me 
in identifying bird callEJ and songB', one excellent one parti-. 
cularly by the Federation or Ontario Naturalist.a; follows 
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Peteroon 1 1! Field Guida 
songs of most birds in 

calls and 

As a frunily we are fortunate_ in hs:rlng two 
bases of operationer - a home in Halif&a County and a 
sum.mer place in Lunenburg County. Up to now the!l'e have 
been quite adequate for our activities, but now we hope 
to cover more territory, as time allows. Experienced 
"watchers" can sometimee- be prevailed upon to let you 
in on some "hot" spots and give you an idea of what you 
may e::cpect to find there. Al though thh 1e not as much 
run as finding out for yourself 1t eaves a lot of time 
and some unsatisfactory outings. For, of course, there 
~ many unrewarding end discouraging time a - winter 
SUndays spent plunging hip deep through snowladen wodii 
only to return home and record 11 t'lro Growa and a Harring 
Gull"! There are days when all birds s-eem to hs:v0 van-
1 ahed off the race of the earth._ 

However, these kinds of day a are mo~er than com
pensated for by the "Bonanza-11 days, a1:r when a casual walk 
leads to a first sighting of a large flock of Red Croas
bills, reeding and chattering while at the same time the 
first warbler of the year alights' almost on your shoulder. 
As if this were not enough suddenly a beautiful blue 
Indigo Bunting lands right in your binocular sights and 
you almost drop them rrom excitement. This makes up for 
all the cold dawn arisings, the wet feet and tired legs. 

So, onwaro·and up - up at 5. 30 A. M. that ia -
and always keep your binoca w1 th you during the spring 
migration ! One pair up·staira and one pair down is handy -
and never forget to wear them when hanging out the wash .. 

Armdale, N. s. 
May 26, 1969 

·Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

Shirley Cohrs-

A male Pheasant has been coming to the yard lately. 
About a month a.go he began crowing and beating his wing!f 
during hie visits, and I thought surely he was doomed to 
be a bachelor, but two weeks ago he arrived with his lady 
friend and she has called here once or twice since that 
time with him. 

I am sure she is 
I hear him crowing all day 
a sad end one day when the 
ing by. 

nesting Just across the road as 
long. I rear they will come to 
wrong person happens to be pass-
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Regarding the E. Phoebe, this is a "firirt." for me. 
It was down by the old iron bridge in front Of our house on 
Ma;r 11, May 12 and May 24. Each time I was attracted by the 
voice, but wae able to~ it only on May 12. I rather hope 
it does not decide to nest under the bridge, as children 
play under there a lot during the nesting season, and I have 
all I can do to try to see that the more venturesome do not 
climb up the railings and knock the gre.ckl;ea,1 nests down! 

On Tuesday, April 29, I had a call at suppertime 
from a neighbour across, the river saying she thought they 
had a Bald Eagle in a tree by their house. I took the 
binoculars and looked through the picture window and thought 
for sure she was right. Then my husband and I ra.n down 
across the field to get a closer view but when it flew I knew 
it wasn't an eagle. (not that I've seen so many:) I checked 
with the book when we got back to the house and it was an 
Osprey. Someone told me later that a pair nested down the 
river not rar rrom here last year. 

The weather stays very cold and windy so that is 
partly to blame ror my not being outside more to notice what 
else is around. I find I hear the most interesting voices 
when I'm busy hanging out a wash! 

Wilmot, N. s. 
May 28, 1969 

Editor 
N3B3 Neweletter 

Thelma Hawkins 

While on a routine patrol on our telephone linea 
in Port George on April 29, I saw a strange bird fly rrom 
one pole to another. I noticed quite a bit of white (while 
flying) below the black wings. 

Driving slowly, I was able to get within 15 feet 
Of this bird on the pole. He must have known my camera 
was home because, I could have taken a dozen photos in the 
t:tme he stayed on the pole. It was a very beautiful Red
Headed Woodpecker. Being the first one I have ever seen, it 
was a sight to behold. I have looked ror him aince, but he 
has disappeared. 

On ky 15 while on a job at Zwicker' s Lake I heard 
the Parula Warbler, Lea.at Flycatcher, White-throat and the 
solitary Vinlo. 
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On May 24, .in the evening, at Welf't Paradise, I 
was back in the woods and heard my first Veer, sing as well 
as a Hermit Thrush, and got some picture& of the Chestnut
Sided Warbler while a Rose-breasted Grosbeak provided the 
background music. 

Reported to me by Mrs. Theoifore. Crocker of Nictaux 
was a strange bird and nest in their back field. Investiga
tion proved it to be a :remale Killdeer and her neat w1 th 
:rour eggs. 

Must close this letter now with a request tor 1n
:ronnation, from someone in Nova Scotia, who has a pair of 
Ea.stem Bluebirds nesting in their area. It would be a 
great pleasure to see this species. 

Many thanks for any infonnation. 

Middleton, N. s. 
May 28, 1969 Donald M. Bowlby 

FA.itor 
NSBS Newsletter 

The migrants started to arrive towards the end 
of March; a Redw1ng Blackbird and savannah Sparrow on the 
25th or March, 14 Juncos and a dozen or more Song Sparrows 
on the 30th, and 9 Robins and a FOZ Sparrow on the 31st Of 
March. 

The only new arrivals in April were the PU?l)le 
Finches, three in the back yard on the 28th. 

My favori tea, the Villets came on the 2nd of May, 
6 of them circling the house, making a great racket, as 
though they were ve-ry glad to be back. Incidentally, I 
saw a Villet chasing a Crow yesterday, and the Crow was 
not stopping to argue. They went out of my view, wtlt.h the. 
Villet still screaming and the crow trying his best to get 
away from it. I sup-pose that beak Of the Villet would make 
quite a fonnidable weapon. 

I saw a Bobolink on May 9th across the road from 
the TUaket school, and eight or ten Goldfinches on the 18th. 
The Goldfinches are plentiful this year, but there are only 
:rive or six PU?l)le Fi.ncheir where we usually ne from 18 to 
24. . We have a glorious crop Of' dandelions this spring and 
the Clolc1finches and Purple Finches usually flock to gather 
the seeds. 
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I have only seen one catbird at a time at the 
reeder this year, we ueually have three or rour. Tney are 
great company when I work outdoors. Tney supervise my weed
ing rrom the thorn tree, trying out all their ldellt call• 
and imitations •. 

On May 22nd, we watched a Baltimore Oriole 1n the 
thom tree, and the next moming there were two, both males, 
and looking very b~ght and well •. 

It seems to me that the wind has never &topped 
blowing since laat tall, but the birds seem to be arriving 
aa usual, in api te or everything. 

Tilsltet, N. If~ 
June 6, 1969 

Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

Helen Hurlburt 

It's been a fle)Od spring ror Brant and Canada 
Geese - 60 Bftmt Mar. 12, 5 on Mar. 27. By 29th, 28 
were tending on the eastern shore, apparently reeding on, 
or among the rookweelf; these were seen until Apr. 5, when 
they appeared at dawn on the westem aide, Just o-rrahore 
rrom the station, S'Wllmming slowly seaward. Arter that 
they me-ved· on. to nesting grounds, I suppose. 

or our 3 w!ntering Killdeer, one remains; a 
hardy specimen. Sid came upon it about sundown as· it 
cheerily bathed in a rain pucMl.e, aaid puddle wi<fe open 
to a very chilly wind.: 

'l'ne yard:' was :rull o-r new sparrows and Juncos 
this morning, including one Tree Sparrow and three Ips
wiches. I thought I'd seen all aizes .. and conditions or 
Ipswich Sparrows but this trio amaz.ed me. One was or 

- average size and build,. well ma:rited, a "model" Ip·aw1ch .. 
One was:: slim and much paler, and amaller than the rirat .. 
Words :rail me :ror number 3!. I:r I described his :ratneSB, 
paleness', and perrection or ma:ritinga you'd say "supel:'
Ipswich". Really, it was· as, large aa· a large FOX Sparrow, 
and plump, reet hardly to be seen under silvery reathers 
as he ran around the yard' enjoying the bird aeed there. 
I can't see how he managed to rly away. Alas! this beau
tiful creature displayed a greed;,y and ovel:'-bearing person
alitT.-, routing his rrienda rrom the beat parts or the 
:reast, even d'riving a resident Song Sparrow rrom the area. 
I began to see why his travelling companions· were ao much 
alimmer! 

Qt.pe sable Light, N. s •. 
April 21, 1969 
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LE RE'l'OUR DE L 'HIR:>.NDD.J.,iE 

For weeks the ma.yfly had been ab'lm.dJint. Whenever 
the wind dropped, the bushelll' along the lak:8' shore e:rt1.pted 1:m 
billions of spinners, dancing in their ephem.CU'llil mating ritual, 
thsir fluttwing gauzy wings !¢vine; the er:reot of an exag
gerated beat haze over the learlenll' wi thewood: and cassa.ndra.. 
Thousands•, minion accomplished, 11 t on the. mi.tar md drifted 
down wind, releasing their eggsc - the last act of their short 
lius. 

This was the cue for the trout, large and small, to 
fan up from the deeps s.nd take their toll. 

Pemaps the wind was too strong, that late April 
afternoon. The few remaining flieer clung tightly to the 
bushes; Tile trout rerused to rin •. 

The SW1::sa.rur behind the black sp ruceG, and with it 
the wind. '11'111 te,,.throats and Hanni t Tnrushes fell silent one 
by one, as the light failed and a glal!l!f,V calm- extended rrom the 
southern shorel:!'. Now if ever was: the time - and our last 
cha.nee. We dOffed hat~ and holding them beneath the twigs 
knocked such flies as we could garner into them. The dying 
rind still made small ripplellJ' pa.s:t an adjacent point. We 
waded out as far aft we dared, and shook our precious bait 
over the W&ter. 

The flies drifted slowly dotm w.!.nd, perched on the 
snrractr like fleets of tiny craft with du.sky three-oomered 
sails. The air grew chill and the light was nearly gone. We 
held our breath, and waited. 

At la.Set, well out from shore came the soft "slurp, 
l!durp" of rising fish, and a little farther Off the slosh of 
a really big one. Our rods wb.i_atled as, we fall.s-e-c:aat getting 
out enough line to drop the tiny fuzzy gra.y b.a.cltle there among 
the feeding trout. Hope, excitement, blood pNu1aure mounted. 

And then they came. Out of nowhere, sixty :raip
torlal monsters, sweptl: down over the ncter w.!.th all the intent 
ferocity or nooping haws, gres:t predatory hulks: or birds, 
insatiable, beetle-browed, sickle-winged a.gen.till' Of des-truc
tion. We leapt, we bellowed, we waved our arms in menace, 
wile they curved, dipped, banked and 11Jffl)Oped, a.nd vanished 
a& suddenly aa, they had come, and with them our lovely little 
fleet of flies. Not a single eircle broke the peacerul sur
face Of the lake. 

We etoocJ! in silence as:, darltneas, settled in and an 
owl, which really had' some buaineaao a'broad at that time of 
night, drifted across the cove. What my partner's thought.Ill' 
were it seemed beat not to enqire, for he iiN a paasionat• 
and. prof&11e man. My own. bitter thoughtS' were oon11temed with 
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the little neating bo:mes I had so care:rul;J.y hung -.ch 
spring in the garden; the adrte:a I had received and 
giv.en as, to just the right size- or entrance hole to the 
nest., and other means more dre.lrt.1c :ror d1scoure.e;1ng the 
arroe;sint House Sparrow, and ma.king homel1:re aafe for_ the 
gentle, aonfiding, the gay and brave little heralds or the 
summer season - the TREE SWALLOW&. 

C. R. K. A. 
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